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CharaRer and Happineſs of a 


'|Virtuous Woman : 
1 ; na DISCOURSE 


Which direQts the FEMALE-SEX how to expreſs 


THE FEAR OF GOD inevery Age and State 


of their LIFE ; and obtain both Temporal and” 
Et:raal Bleſſed >, " _—" 
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Written by @7TON MATHER. | | 


Tertulians Advice for th Ornaments 
of WOMEN. 


Prodite Vog jam Ornamentis Exirafte Apoſtolorum —— 
 Veftite Vos Serico Pietark. Byſſico Sanfitath, 
Purpura Puticitie-——Deum babebzris Amatorem, 

| In Engitſh. | 
# | Go ye forth now array'd with ſuch Ormements as 
the Apoſtles have provided for you ; Cloath 

your ſelves with the $7k of Picty, the Satin of 


Sandtiry, the Purple of Modeſty ; forthe Almigh- 
ty God will be a Lover of you. 
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| LOND ON, 


*7 Printed for Tho. Parkbur/} at tte Bible and Three |- 
7 Crowns, the lower End of Cheapſide. 1694. | 
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TO THE | 
Moſt Virtuousand Accompliſh'd 


THE. 


7 Lady Elzabeth Rich, 


This Pattern of her own Charatter 
and Happineſs is moſt Humbly 
Dedicated. 
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| *Þ '1S wery ſurprizing to ſeeand read, . 

what a | Mundus, or J World 
of PretendedORNAMENTS, the Bleſ- 
ſed Prophet Iaial fets oat: The Daugh- 
ters of Zion, which l:V/d in his Days, 
a Riggd withal, But among all 
thoſe -One' and twenty Ornaments,” 7 
find none of thoſe which. the Inſpired 
Apoſtle Peter. ves Recommend" unto 
the Women of #4 Ages, as Things in 
the ſight of God of great price. {Ana 
therefore as I did not wonter 'at the 
following Menace . of the. Almighty, 1 
will take. away the Braverytof thei 
Ornaments; tus'7 alſo ſet my  feif 
| to accommedate:my Neighbours, with 

ſach Ornaments, as mate up what 
A } Mary 


Now may GOD proſper it. 


The Preface, 
Mary Choſe,. even, The good part 
which cannot betaken away. They 
that ſhall Crimiuate_ an Undertaking 


ro write a little *Bobk for promot ing 


tþe Fear. of God, zy_ the, Female Sex, 
jy he ſh rs Ientanhof Che 
Fay ertullian, -Zy Jerom, "by 
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i 
Auſtin in the Primitzve Times, befides 


what. has been done by fevcral Renown- | - 


ed Pens of a later Date; and perhaps 
-they forget, That one Book in the\Sa- 


cred Bible was written for An Ele& | 


Jadyz.: As. for the: Manner of wy own 


\Wr iteng;. "(ts Plain, Brief, Chaſty aud 


not without an endeavour to' imagine 
how" ſuch - a. SubjefF would have' been 
handled by-a Timothy; 'n/ho 'was" to 
addreſs Women, *and 'yet be an Ex- 
ample of Purity. But © as"! for t#he 
Deftgn of my Writing, "tw-purely to 
advance Virtue among * thoſe, who 


cannot. forget their Ornaments, . and | 


yet often forget thoſe things which! are 
no. leſs Neceſlary than Ornamental. 
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Books Printed for Tho. Park: 


... burſt: at the Bible and 
Three Crowns at the lower _ 


end of Cheapſide near Mer- 


cers Chappel. 
A Body of Practical Divinity, con- 

\. ſifting of above One Hundred 
Sermons on the Lefler Catechiſm of 
the Reverend: Aſſembly of Divines at 
Weſtminſter; with-a Supplement of 
ſome Sermons on ſeveral Textsof 
Scripture. By Tho. Watſon, formerly 
Miniſter of St. Stephens Walbrock: 

Spirutal Mindedneſs. 

Perſon of Chriſt. 

A Diſcourſe on 130th. Pſalm, 

The Doctrine of the Trinity. 

Of Mortification ; of Sin in Believers. 
- An Humble Teſtimony concerning 
the. Goodnels ,and Severity of God in 
Dealing with finful Churches and Na: 
tions. 

A Treatiſe of Temptation. 


Elhcols 
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ſmith. 


on 
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©  Elhcol. or Rules of Fellowſhip. 


Theſe Eight laſt by Fob» Ower D. D. 
. Heywoods Baptiſmal Bonds renewed. 
Grotics of Chriſts Satisfaction , 'in 
Engliſh. =» 
Hutfts Revivalof Grace, 5. e. '6n the 
Sacrament. 
The good of Early Obedience. 
- A'Sermon of Unity. 
The Viſion of 'the Wheels in three 
Sermons. 
Spiritual Wiſdom improved agajaſt 
Temptation: f'\ 
The almoſt Chriſtian diſcovered. All 
Five by Mgt. Mead. by | 
Conlolation for the AMited, at the 
Funeral of Mr. Edward Rede. By Tim, 
Rogers, M. A. 
Calamy's Godly-Mans-Ark in five Ser- 
mons, -his Art of Divine Meditation, 
"Redemption of Time, the Wiſdom 
and Duty of Chriftians in Evil gays. 
By John Wad: Miniſter at Hammer- 


Intercourſes of. Divine Love betwixc 
Chriſt and his Church on rhe 1ſt. and 
2d. Chapters of the Camtictes or the Soug 


of Songs. 


Several 
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threeby Mr. Fobn Flavel Miniſter of the- 
Golpel | 


© Several; Diſcourſes. of: aQual.Provi- 
.dence in;:three - Parts. Theſe two laſt 


by Job» Colings D; D.. mo 
Spiritual Songs, or Songs of praiſe to 
Almighty God . on- ſeveral occaſions 
with thirty Penicential Cries ; with-a 
Poem alſo of Divesand Lazarus; | | 
The Midnight-Cry « Sermon. -. Theſe 
two by. Fobn Maſon M. A... ., |, 
Mr. Corbe:zs Self-employment ma - 


Secret. | "> 
..\..A.. Treatiſe of the Day of Jadgment : 
'By Mr: \Sam. Lee Miniſter. you” 
Husbandry Spiritualized. £01 
', A'Saint indeed. , 


A Token for Mourners:. Al-z 


pel. 
Satan ſifting, or the Oyl of Joy far- 
aneſs «4 


-*the Spirit of Sa 


[ Whites- Little Book for Little Chil- 
ren. 

The rare Jewel of Chriſtian Content- 
ment wich four uſeful Difſcourſes,by Mr. 
Ter. Burroughs, ' 

4n Earneſt Call to Family , Duties 
being the ſubſtance of Eighteeen. Ser- 
mons by Sam. Slater, 


Hymns- 


as Farly an 


INS woe the Sram _ 
moſt y out of the'New Teſt So 


Two Sermons againſt 
Ob + Boyſe 


Spirit. Theſe two by 
ſter in Dublin. 

Theological Diſcourſes and Sermons 
On _ occaſions. By Fohn Wali 


The Traeſt and Largeſt account of 
the late Earthquake in Jamaic, 
7- 1692.. from a Reverend Divine t& 


. to his Friend in London. 


ASermon Preached at St. Edmunds- 


| _ in Suffolk at the Aﬀizes; March 18, 


\ The oo —# to mend the World 
he Riſing Generation to 
Serions Practice of Piety. 
Both by Samwel Peck Lecturer of 


Tpſwich; 


A Defence of Mr. Matthew Henery S 
Enquiry . into. the - Nature -of 


' Schiſm, and the Vindication . of it: 


With RefleRions on a Pamphlet called 
the Review, &c. With a Brief Hi- 
ſtorical account of Nonconformity 


from the Reformation to the preſent 
Time. 


A 


A Sermon Preached at the Faneral 


of the Reverend Mr. Tho. Shewell \ 


M. A. and - Miniſter ' of the Goſpel in 
Coventry, | Theſe: two laſt by Wiliam 
Ton Miniſter [1 &c P 

A Diſcourſe concerning Old- Age 
tending to the Inſtruction , Caution 
and - Comfort of Aged Perſons. By 
Rithard Steell A.M, 

A Sermon at the Funeral of the Wor- 
ſhipfal - Fob Symmonds late of Great 
Yeldham in-Efex Eſq; by fobn Brooks 
M. A. andReRor there. 

A Vindication of the Church of 
Scotland, being an Anſwer to five Pam- 
phlets by Dr. Rule. 


A Sermon of theabſolute neceflity of ; 
Family Duties Preached to the United © 


| Pariſhes of St. Mary Woolnoth, and St. 
Aary Wool Church-Haw in Lombard- 
Street, 

His Farewel Sermon. Theſe two by 
David Jones Student of Chriſt-Church, 


Ox07x, 


A Brief Tra& on the IVth, Com- 


mandment, wherein is diſcovered the - 


cauſe of all our Controverſies about 
the Sabbath-Day ; and the means of Re- 
conciling them. Recommended by the 


Reverend _ - 
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| © Reverend Dr. tes. Mr. ls How. 
Convivium Celeſte : A plain and fami- 
liar Diſcourſe - concerning the - Lords 
Supper, ſhewing| at -once the Nature of 
that' Sacrament ; /-2s: alſo the right way - 
of preparing our (elvesforthe. receiving\ | 
of it - In which-are alſo - conſidered 
| thoſe exceptions -which men uſually 
Wc being to excuſe their not partaking 
"WW OTrT1t . 
A Sermon Preached before. the King 
| and Queen at Vhite-bal, Nov. 5. 1692. 
Theſe two by Richard-Lord Biſhop of 
| Bath and Wels, 
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Ornaments for the Daughtes of Zion. 
| OR, 
| The Charater and Happineſs of 


.A Virtuous Woman 


| From the words of the Wiſe Woman . | 
In Proverbs 31. 30. be. | 
Favour is deceitful, and Beauty is vain, but 


A WOMAN THAT FEARETH © 
THE LORD", She tis that ſhall be 


praiſed. 


T may wel! be reckoned the bright- 
eſt Honour. of that Sex, which the 
Holy- Spirit of God has declar'd 

worthy of a Chaſt and a Kind Honour 
from us; That when the Fulneſs of Time 
Was come, God ſent forth his Son, made of 
a Woman, As a Woman had, the Ds/- 
grace tO go firſt in that horrid and woful 
'Tranſgrefſion of our firſt ” arenrs, which 
has been the Parent of all our Miſery 3 
ſo a Woman had the Glory of bringing 
into the World Mk OE: Adam, who 

Y is 


2 Ornaments for the © 
15 the Father of all our Happineſs. A 
Woman had the Saviour of Mankind in 
the Circumſtances of an Infane Miracu- 
louſly Conceiv'd within her ; and of a 
Mary was born that Holy Thiiig, which is 
called, The Son of God, There is a Wo- 
man, whom we do now withour the 
miſtakes, which made that expreflion 
the occaſion of many Antient, and no 
leſs furious than curious Controverſies, 
call, The Mother of Him that is God, in 
as much as that very Fleſh which was 
born of her, and which the Trembling 
Hereticks of this Age,do not now Tremble 
to vilifie and nullifie with frequent BlaC- 
phemies; I ſay, That Vittble Tangible 
Fleſh, is Perſonally United unto ti1e Se- 
cond Perſon in the Adorable Trinity. 
Though we do not like the Popith Ido- 
laters, for this cauſe,imagine that Bleſſed 
Virgin to have been tree from Original 
Sin, when ſhe was on Earth, nor now 
Implore her 41ediation and Interceſſion in 
Heaven for us; and though I do not 
think, that the Holy Ghoſt referr'd unto 
her peculiarly, as there are Expofitors 
who think he does, when he ſays, The 
Woman that fears the Lord, ſhe 'tis that 


ſhall be praiſed: Yet we may lafely |, 
; accoune | 


Daughters of Zion. 3 


' 4ccount the Female Sex herein more thaw 
2 little dignified. And how ſhould it en- 
| courage all Women to ſeek a faving Inte- 
' reſt in that Redeemer, who was Born of 4 
Woman ! How ſhould all W omen make 
' their Hearts a Lodging for that Lord, 
' who in a Woman received The Body pre- 
pared for him | 
'. The Second, or a priviledge not far 
from the Second Advancement of that 
Sex, may be eſteemed, the Share which 
| it has had in Writing thoſe Oracles, 
which make s wiſe unto Salvation. As 
one Woman was the Mother of him who 
is the Eſſential Word of God, {© divers 
Women have been the Writers of his De- 
\ clarative Word. Though the Apoſtle 
\ does abundancly intimate unto us, that 
ſuch Inſpirations as compos'd the Scrip- 
tures are not now to be expected, when 
he gives the prohibition ſo much Tranl- - 
grcls'd by the molt Abſurd Sect in our 
Days, That the Woman may not ſpeak in 
the Church ; yet our God has Employ'd 
many Women to Write for the Chu ch, and 
Inſpir d forme of them for the Writing 
| of the Scriptures, We have not only 
| {een Women doing (ervice for the Taber- 
| zacle by ſuch Ingenious Writings as we 
| © find 
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find mention'd in the Catalogues of -Be- 
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verovicius, Hottinger, and Yoetiusz or ſuch 
as that moſt accomplith'd Lady, na 
Maria Schurman has in our Age ad- 


drefled the World withal; for even 


enough to make a Library far from con- 


the Books publiſh'd by thar Sex, were | 


temptible ; nor has even the New- Eng- * 


liſh part of the American Strand been 


without 4uthoreſſes that would challenge | 
a Room in ſuch a Library « They to |: 


whom the common ute of Swords is nei- 
ther Decent nor Lawful, have made a 


moſt Laudable uſe of Pers; and they 


that might not without Si, lead the 
Life which o1d Stories aſcribe to 4ma- 
z0ns, have with much praiſe done the 
part of Scholars in the World : But we 
ſometimes. alſo find a Homan among the 
Amanuenſes or Scribes of that Spirit, who 
moved holy Men to write the moſt ſure 
Word of Prophecy. And how much does 
this oblige all Women to ſtudy that pre- 
cious Bible, to the curious Workman- 
ſhip whereof, the hand of a Woman has 
contributed > How ready ſhould Women 
be to Read the pages, upon which they 
may lee tranſcribed the heavenly difſ- 


coveries made by the God of Heaven | 


to 
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Daughters of Zion. 5 
to an holy Woman; rather than to mif- 
ſpend their hours, and infe& their hearts 
by the revolving of -\uch Romances, as 
commonly leave a ſ{enfible Taint upon 
theminds of their unwary Readers ? 

We have not only the Song of De- 
borah, the Song of Hannah, the Song of 
Mary, and the Prophecy of Huldah, in 
this matcileſs Book of our God ; but 
the Inſtructions of Barhſhebah too, are 
entered in theſe blefled Regiſters. The 
thirty firſt Chapter of Proverbs contains 
2 direction of Bathſbebab to her darling 
Solomon, Solomon that in the fourth 
Chaprer of this Book, records the 
Counſels of his Father, now in the laſt 
Chapter adds the Counſels of his 40- 
ther therennto. So careful will wiſe 
Children be to remember the gracious: 
Counlels of their. godly Parents: We 
have Solomon here addrefled by the 
name of Lemuel, which name {ome In- 
terpreters judge to be a little and a 1o- 
ving imitation of his true Names as 
tis uſeful with our Mothers, from the 
names of Edward and Wiliam, and the 
like, to form ſome afteQtionate Appel- 
lations for us ; but others waving ſo 
ſmall a conſideration, do look upon Le- 

B 3 mus 


6 Ornaments for the 
nel as one of the eight Names which 


the Jews do aſcribe unto that Man of 


Name, and they tel! us, that as Jeataiah 
proclaimed his being Beloved of the 
Lord, Lemnel {1gnified his Belonging tothe 
Lord, Some famous perſons in the 
World, have been fegnaliz'd by that 
Character of being Mother taught; ſuch 
an one was our Solomon, who had not on- 
Iy a Father, that left behind him Traz- 
ſcendent Songs for Solomon, but alſo a 
Mather, who taught. him ſuch things as 
the beſt ſhould not be unwilling to 
learn. How free, how richis the Grace 
of God unto Repenting Sinners ! Bark- 
ſhebahb, after a very ſcandalous Fall, be- 
comes a very eminent Saint, yea a Pro- 
phereſs of the Lord. Although a #- 


- man may have been remarkable and no- 


torious for {1n, yet let her endeavour to 
make her Peace with God : It may be 
made, and ſhe may enter into the King- 
dom df Heaven, before others that have 
not had ſuch wounds upon them. 


_*Tis evident, that the nine fir!t verſes 


of the Chapter, are ſpent in Reciting 
the moſt prudent and winning Leſſons of 
Bathſhebah to her Solomon. But it is con- 
ceived that the reſt of the Chapter a. 

only 
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Daughters #f "Lion. 7 

only S9/em0ns Reciprocation in the prai- 
ſes of Bathſhebah. Ir is indeed a moſt 
lovely thing to ſee ſuch Correſpon- 
dencies of D-{ert and Duty, as make 
Chiidren to- count their Mothers wor- 
thy of their honour : Noble Romans 
have ſometimes made Florid Speeches 
at the Funera's of their Mothers, and 
profeiled, That they had never in their 
Lives been reconciled unto them, ina(much 
as (hey meant) they had never faller 
out : It is the happineſs of a Mother 
ſometimes to have ſuch Sons as Natien- 
zZenand Auſtin were unto theirs, whoſe 
Names are by their means forever Ce- 
lebrated : although for the moſt part 
we ſee in mens Readineſs to Sight their 
Mothers, the Reaſon why the Mother 
is put firſt in that Charge of our God. 
Ye ſhall fear every man his Mother, and 
his Father. It is the Opinion of others, 
That the Concluſion of the Chapter, 
is alſo the Compoſure of Bathſhebab ; 
and that which confirms them in this 
Opinion is, The Skill in AHouſhold 
Affairs here manifeſted, which Carries 
a Little of a Female Aſpe& with it. 
However it be, we have here the De- 
ſcription of, A Fartuous Woman, 1n 
B 4 ewenty 
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twenty two Verſes, according to the 


Number and Order of the Letters, in 
the Hebrew Alphabet 3 Every letter 
in due ſequence beginning a ſeveral 
Verſe. Tis reported, that Children 
among the Jews of old Learning to 
Write, had their Copies uſually (given 
them from thoſe Portions of the Scrip- 
tures, which were drawa up with ſuch 
an Alphabet of the Hebrew Letters in 
them ; whether that were ſo, or no, 
I am ſure that Women among the Ger- 
tiles in our Days, Learning to Live, 
cannot eaſily find better Copies to fol- 
low,than thoſe which are-in ourContexc 
here ſet before them. It were to be 
wiſhed, That the Sex which fo often 


'- Tooks into the . Glaſ3, would ſometimes 


caſt an eye upon this part of that Sa- 
cred Word, which is compar'd unto a 
Divine G/aſs; that they may ſee whe- 
ther they have the Features, or Habits 
of The Virtuows Woman, on them. 
And I pray, let no Woman count her (elf 
fo great a Lady as to put in her Excep- 
tions, againſt that Stroke in the Cha-" 
rafter of the YVirtuous Woman here; She 
ſeeks Wooll and Flax, and Works willingly 
with ber Hands, till ſhe has "= 

the 
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the Alteration of the Engliſh Laws, 


wherein, Spinfter, is a Term given to ' 


Women of the greateſt Quality. When 
a Gentlewoman of Extraordinary Learn- 


ing was preſented before the firſt King 


of Great Britain, his firſt Queſtion oO 
her, was, Madam, Can you Spin ? And 
ſeveral of the moſt Renowned Empe- 


' rours, have not only Obliged their 


- < ———> .. ADS. oo ut OY lr WE 


Daughters co Spin, but alſo Wore ſuch -- 


Garments as thoſe Princely Hands had 
prepared - for - them. The Cards at 


which many Gentlewomen Play wickedly - | 
with their Hands, are far more —_y 


tian thoſe Cards which fit the Woo 
for the Wheel : and the Difaff is an 
Inſtrament of better Quality than the 
Dice. The Famous Queen Katharine; 
when perſons of high Rank were ſent 


_ unto her. with a Meflage from- King 


Henry, counted it no Diſgrace to be 
found with a Skein of Red Silk abour 
her Neck, at Work, with a Maid of 
Honour by her fide. She that hath Boxght 
& Field has not thereby Bought a Re- 
leaſe from Domeſtick Buſmeſſes, the Fans 
which Carve at the moſt Noble Tables, 
may be Laid unto the Spindle, without 

Bs being 
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| being Diſhonourably Bliſtered or Dift- 


ed there. 
*Tis a fooliſh Cuſtom which the Jews 


have in Reading So/omen: Book of Eccle- 


fiaſtes 3 that they Print the Laſt Verſe 
but One, of it, over again in the Cloſe 
of all, becauſe they would have the re- 
membrance and Impreſſion of that Verſe 
to be Stronger upon them, than that of 
the terrible verſe which follows it. 
But having laid before you the Deſcrip- 
tion of 4 Yirtzous Woman, which cloſes 
up Solomons Book of Proverbs ; 1 muſt 
upon another Account Print, and ask 
the Daughters of our Common Mother 
to Read the /aſ# verſe but one, over 
224in3 'tis this. 


FAVOUR # Deceiful, and Beauty is 


Vain; but a Woman, that Fears the 
Lord, She tis that ſhall be Praiſed, 


The Wordsare, as one ſays of them, 


'A Royal Garland ſet onthe Head of a Vir. | 


tuous Woman by the Hand «of God, Some 
Inrerpreters do 1o - Allegorize theſe 
Words, that they make this Yirruous 
Woman to be the Church of God. In- 
deed, there are more Womer than Mer, 

in 
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Daughter of Zion. If 
in the Charch 3; and the more Yirtuous 
they prove, the more Worthy will the 
Church be, to be figured by, 4 Wo- 
man that Fears the Lord. Some Inter- 
preters again, do fo Smblimate the 
words, that they underſtand every Ho- 
lv, Pious, Devout Soul by this Yirtwous 
Woman, And it were well, if Women 
were generally ſo YVirtuow, as that they 
might worthily impart unto every God- 
ly Soul, the Denomination of, 4 Wo- 
man that Fears the Lord, Other Inter- 
preters do ſuppoſe Yirrue it ſelf ro be 
meant by the Yirtwous Woman. Bur, 
we ſhould be ſorry, if a Firtuous Wo- 
an prove {o rare a thing, as to afford 
a ſtile for a Parable rather than an Hiſfto- 
ry. I confeſs, Virewe it ſelf, and the 
Names of all Particular Virtues, are 
Grammatically of the Female Gender 3 
and that the Things may Theologically 
abound in that Gender, is what we may 
thence take occaſion to be wiſhing for. 
But after all, 'Tis .a Real, Proper, 
Gracious Woman, that has her Chara@er 
and Bleſſedneſs in theſe words Exhibited 


The 
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The firſt thing with- which we are 
here treated is, 


I THE CHARACTER f 


a Virtuous Woman. 


And this Character is both Negatively 
and Poſitively offered. Negatively, 
"Tis not a Deceirful Favour, or, a Vain 
Beauty that ſets her off; Women that 
have none but thoſe things to Value 
themſelves upon, are driven out from 
The Temple of Honour, here. But, Po- 
fitively, *Tis the Fear of the Lord that 
is her Commendation. *Tis implied, 
Dot only that Favour and Beauty are 
poor things compar'd with the Fear of 
God, but alſo that they who have the 
Fear of God, will not Value themſelves 
npon their Favour and Heauty. Yea, 
that there is a Favour and Beauty Oppo- 
ſite, Contrary, Deſtructive to.the Fear 
of God. We may reflect upon the whole, 
in theſe Concluſions. 


Concluſion, I. 


The Firtuous Woman Counts t 
beſt Female Favorr to be Deceirfal, bo - 
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Countenance, which recommends it 
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beſt Female Beauty to be Fain, 
By Favour 1s «meant, 4 Comely 


Preſence, an Handſome. Carriage, 4 . 


Decent Geſture, a- ready Wit agtee- 
ably expreſſing -it ſelf, with all other 
Graceful Motions, and whatſoever pro- 
cures Favour for a Woman among her 
Neighbours. The Yirtuouw Woman 1S 
willing to have this Favour, ſo far as is 
conſiſtent with Yirtve;- She counts it a 
Favour of God for-one to be graced 
with itz But ftill ſhe looks upon it as 
a Deceitful thing. She 1s careful, chat 
She do not hereby Deceive her ſelf into 
proud Imaginations, and into an Hu- 
mour, Conceited of her (elf, or Contemp- 
tuous towards others. Careful She like- 
wile is, leſt hereby She Decieve Unwary 
men, into thoſe Amours which bewitch- 
ing looks and ſmiles do often betray the 
Children of men, eſpecially thoſe that 
are but Children of men, into. | 

By Beauty is meant, a good Propor- 
tion and Symmetry of the parts, and a 
Skin well Varniſhed, or that which 
Chryſojtom calls, A good mixture of Blood 
and Flegm ſhining through a good Skin ; 
With all that Harmonious Air of the 


{elf, 
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ſelf, as a Beanty'to the Eye of the Spe- 
Qator. The YVirtuons Woman is not un- 
thankful for this Beauty, when the God - 
of Nature has beſtow'd any of it on her; 
and yet ſhe counts it no YVireze for her to 
be very ſenſible of her being illuſtrated 
with ſuch a Beauty, But {till ſhe looks 
upon it as a ain thing. She reckons it 
ſo YVain, that ſhe has no Aflurance for 
the continuance of it ; but that it is rem- 
ports & Morbi Ludibrium, as one of the 
Antients has deſcanted on it 3 a thing 
neither Age-proof, nor 4gue-proof. She 
ſees that Yanity in it, which is upon the 
uickly Withering Rojes and Lilies of 
the Field : Such a Yanity as that Sick- 
beds or Sun-beams, or a thouſand Ca- 
ſualties may ſoon deſtroy that Idol of 
the Amorites. And upon theſe thoughts, 
2 Virtuous Woman takes heed of becom- 
ing ſo Deceirful and Yais, as many Wo- 


men are tempted by their Favour and 


Beauty to become. 


Concluſion 2, 


There is a Favour {0 particularly De- 
ceitful, and a Beauty ſo remarkably Yain, 
as that a Yirtuous Woman would be loth 
to be Deformed with it, The 


Daughters of Tion. T5 

The Favour whereat a PFirtuons 
Woman has a particular Diſtaſt, is that 
which promiſcuous Dancing 1s applauded 
for. The exerciſe of promiſcuous Dancing 
is that which pretends to be a piece-of 
Breeding which demands the Favour of 
Woman-kinds but a Virtuoms Woman 
eſteems them deceived who count it ſo; 
nor will the afftet ſuch an Exerciſe. 
Fob recounts 1t- as part of the Breeding 
which the Ungodly beftow upon their 
Children, in Chap. 21. 11. Their Children 
Dance, Now the YVirtuous Woman is not 
fond of being that way employ'd. We 
read the Havghty Dentlons of Zion . 
- deſcribed and threatned in 7a. 3. 16. 
as walking and minting as they go, Very 
Renowned Expoſitors conceive that 
Scripture to refer unto the Haughty 
Carriages learned in the Dancing School, 
The Apoſtle Pau! in Rom. 13. 13. Ccon- 
demns Riotingz and the Apoſtle Peter, 
in 1 Per. 4. 3. condemns Revelling Now 
the moſt Learned Criticks in the Greek 
Tongue, judge Dancing to be the thing 
intended in the word there uſed by 
thoſe Apoſtles. Moreover, the Reve- 
rend Aſſembly of Divines, in their 
Larger Catechiſm, very juſtly mention 
Dancings 


| Seaſons 
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Daxcings among the things forbidden in 
the Seventh Commandment of our 
God. Nor does the Levity of Dancings 
wherein perſons leap and fling about ſo 


_ like Bedlams, that the wiſeſt Men have 


Pd-it, A Regular Maaneſs, now agree 
well with the Gravity, which Holineſs 
is to be accompanied withal. Such 
things as theſe are enough ro make a 
Virtnous Woman to diſcard ſuch Dancings 
from among the things of good report ; and 
leave them either to the Pagans, whoſe 
manner 'twas to Dance in the Worſhip 


' of Baccbus, or to the Monkeys, whom 
of old they brought forth to Dance at 
the Feſtival of Diana. Some of the more 


ſober Papiſts have not ſtuck to ſay, The 
Dancer breaks the Covenant of God, made 
in Baptiſm; he promiſed to renounce the 
Devil, and his Pomps: But when be enters 
into a Dance, be goes in the Pompous Pro- 
eeſſion of the Devil. They are not a few 
filly ſcrupulous -Preciftans, by whom 
theſe Dancings have been ſtigmatized. 
In the Primitive Times, more than one 
or two of the Fathers thundred againſt 
them as a Diabo/ica! praticez and whole 
Synods did prohibit the uſage of them, 
even at Weddings as well as at other 
/ 
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Seaſons. Nor have Reforming Synods 
of later days in France, Holland, Poland, 
forborn to. brandiſh the Sword of 
Church Diſcipline; . and © provide Cenſures 
for any Dancers that might+ be found 
among. their Communicants. Auſtin 
ſays, The miſerab'e Dancer knows not, that 
as many paces as he makes in Dancing, [0 
many ſteps he. makes to Hell. And the 
bleſſed old Waldenſes teſtified, In a Dance 
ore breaks all the Ten Commandments of 
God, The moſt Eminent Reformers 
above an hundred vears 225, coficurred 
in witnefling againſt theſe Dances, as an 
Unlawful Recreation; and among the 
Engliſh Divines, yea among the Engliſh 


Biſhops, they have been decry'd by a 


Cloud of Witxeſſes; they have branded 
our Dancers as the Caprring Goats, that 
will not be found among the Sheep in 
the Day of the Lord. Shall we fay it ? 
Even the Antient Romans, although they 
were Heathens, yet reputed $skill in 
Dancing an Infamous thing. Scipio call'd 
a Dance, Impudent; Saluſ calld a 
Dance, Diſhoneſt ; and they cited it as a 
Note of Infamy. Tully could- fay, . 4 
Dancer # donbtleſs either. drunk, or mad x 


and he argued againſt ſome, that hy 
m 
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muſt needs be F:icious, inaſmuch as they 
were Dancers; nor did Seneca think it 
any other than a matter of bitter com- 
plaint, That there were Dancing-Schools 
tolerated in the City, Theſe are conl(t- 
derations enough. to deter a Yirrtuons 
Woman from the Dances, which are now 
become fo acceptable to Thi Aulterous 
Generation. Pardon me this freedom z 
I had been wor/e than an !nfidel, if I had 
not uſed its for I remember Plutarch 
himſelf enumerating the Qualifications 
ol a Virtuons 303222 5 gives this for ons, 
She muſt not be a Dancer, The Daughter 
of Herodias has been ſo ſtigmatized, that 
a Virtuous Woman will nor be for Dancing 
after her. 

The.Beauty whereof a YVirruons Woman 
hath a remarkable diflike, is that which 
hath Artificial Painting 1n1t. The uſage 
of Artificial Painting 1s practiſed by 
many Women, who think thereby to be 
valued for a euty, which they are not 
really the owners of: But a Yirtuous 
Woman Will not be guilty of ſuch a Va- 
nity, There is a wicked Book that 
pleads: for this ungodly practice; but 
that good Lady uttered the Language of 
a Virtwous Woman upon reading luch a 

| Book, 
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| Book, O Lord, I thank thee, that thou 
| gaveſt me not Wit enough to write ſuch a 
Book., unleſs withal thou haaſt given me 
Ghats imnagh not to write 3t. Although 
it be not unlawful for a Perſon tran(t- 
ently to preſerve or to reſtore her Na- 
tive Complexion. by convenient Medi 
cines, when {he 15 1n any ſpecial danger 
| of ioljng it; yet for a Perſon to Paint 
| her (e!f, thar the may make fome oſten- 

ſtation of a Complexion which God has 
| not made her the owner of, is a thing 

that has heard ill among the moſt godly 

Chrittians s nor will a Virtwous Woman 
| ealily be reconcil'd unto it 5 leſt when 
| the Saints Riſe. as Tertullian wiſhed he 


—— ___ 


might, at the Reſurretion of the Righ- 
teous, To ſee whether the Angels are then 
carrying any Painted Ladies in their Arms 
to meet the Lord Teſus Chriſt with Foy ; 
| there will be no ſuch {ighe then to ( 
| met withal. The wicked Harlors of 0 
Painted & their Eyes , as 'tis ſaid in Ezek,\ 
3 3+ 40- T hots painteſt thy Eyes; Under- 
ſtand it of thew Eye-b: -ows and Eye lids, 
which they tingd with a preparation of 
Antimony tO b'acten them, and beantifie 
'em. This was counted an Extraorat 
| fary Comlineſs; and therefore about 
L:1C 
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the Harlot is the Young Man adviled in 
Prov. 6.25. Let her not take thee with 


her Eye-lids, Of fuch Eyes 'twas that | 
Cyprian (aid, Theſe are not Eyes with 


which-our God is to be look'd unto! And 
Ferom reckons 'em among icandalous 
_ Harlotries, Now this 15 one Argument 
which the YVir:uous Woman has againſt the 
Painting of her Face in any part of it; 
It i the Guiſe of an Harlot. fn Adulterate 
Complexion, is but agreeable to an 
Adulterons Condition. A Painted Face 
is but a Painted Sign hung out for advice 
to Strangers, that they ſhall find Enter- 
tainment there. 'Tis often the Y/Yhores 
Forehead which admits Paint upon it. 
- *Tis well if you do not find a Snake 
where you ſee a Painted Shin, More- 
over, our Face is a Seat which has much 
of the Divine lmage and V'Viſdom dp* 
pearing in it; and it is avile Aﬀeronc 
unto God, for a Woman to Def «ce the 
Workmanſhip of the Almighty there; 
by ſuch an z-ter/on, as the Hebrew word 
for this Painting (1gnifies. Now,the Paint 
which is laid upon it,not only diFfgures 
the Face for the preſent, but alſo do's 
corrupt it and corrode it, and poiſon it, 
and haſten wrinkles and ruines there- 


upon: 
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| npon; it will Rent the Face, as the 


Scripture ſpeaks of it ;*and I am ſure, 
it ſhould Rent the Heart, 'of them that 
uſe it- Beſides, Our Lord Rebuked 
it, as a bale Hypocriſie for Perſons to 
alter their Faces that they might appear 
to be Faſting, when they were fo indeed; 
how much more baſely Hypocritical is 


it, for Perſons to alter their Faces that 


they might appear to be Comely when 
indeed they are not ſo? There 1s no 
Sincerity 1n theſe Butterflies, It 1s a 
Cheat which there is no enduring of. 
The more Moral - Heathen ſhew'd- a 
great Indignation at it ; and (hall we 


think a Yertuous Woman can allow of it? 


And alas, what a World of Precious 
Time, is thus thrown away, by poor 
Creatures, who are ſo taken up with 
Painting of the Sepu!chres 1n which their 
Souls lye Dead, as that they do little or 
nothing for the Beautifying of thoſe 
Black, Foriorn, Forſaken Souls? The 
fin commirted in Paintings Wwe mu{t-ſup- 
poſe committed in Patches too. When 
the Face is Patched the Heart is Rorten, 
the Heart has more B/ack Spots than the 
Face upon it. Some unhappy Ladies 
by the :Juſt Judgment of God, have 


brought - © : 
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brought forth Children with Natural | 
Patches on: fo has Goi! Deen offended |" 


atthem. The Antients tell us, chat the 
Devil was the Inventor of this Ze/iſh 
Art ; and it can be nothing but either 
Luſt or Pride ( both Brats of the Devil! } 
that ſhall diſpoſe any to the uſing of it. If 
they that Pleaſe men, much more, I am 
ſure. they that thus Cheat men, cannot 
be The Servants of Chriſt ; Tertullian 
well calls them, The Handmaids of the 
Devil; nor when they Paint their Bodies 
do they Glorifie the Lord with their Bodies, 
A Virtuous Woman would be loth to. fol- 
low no better Patterns than Jezebel or 
Maximilla, both of which Woful 
Creatures have this related of them, 
That they Paintd their Faces. For ſuch 
would She leave theſe foul Paintings ; 
and now the old Pi&#s are dead, She 
would not heip to Revive that Pagan 
Generation, or make her {elf a Sitter 
to the Squaws in the Thickets of Ame- 
rica, - Nor would She be in the way of 
ſuch Thunder-bolts, as Dr. Hall in 
Imitation of the bleſſed Ancients once 
darted againſt ſuch Tranſgrefſors, Hear 
this, ye Plaiſter-faced Jezabels; if you 
will not leave your Dawbings and your High 

Waſhes, 
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Waſhes, God will one Day waſh - them off 
with Fire and Brimſtone | 


Concluſion. 3, 


The Fear of God is that which the 
Heart of a YVirtuous Woman is under the 
Power of. The Female Sex is naturally 
the Fearful Sex; but the Fear of God 
is that which Exceeds (and ſometimes 
Extinguiſhes) all other Fears in the 
Virtuous Woman, To. ſtate this matter 
aright, we are to know, That the Fear 
of God is an Old Teſtament Expreſſion, 
235 the Love &f God is a New Teſtament 

one, for all true Religion whatſoever, 


| It may then be (aid of a Yirtwous 0147, 


That the is a Religious Woman ; She has 
| Bound her {elf again to that God whgm 
| She had by the Sin aaa Fall of hcr Fir 
| Mother departed from; She his a Lowe 
| which does not caſt out the Fear that is 


| no Fault, but corfirm and ſettle her in 


that Fear of God; -I hat all kind of 
Piety and Charity is prevailing in her 
Diſpoſition 3 That Sobriery, and Righ- 
teouſneſs, and- Godlineſs are Vilible in 
her whole Behaviour ; and. that She 
does Tuſtice, loves Mercy, and walks 
Hun bly 
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. Humbly with her God. But that we may 


. ofa GOD. Even the Dumb, the Mute 


1 


World ' had a Beginnings inafmuch as 
 *tis Older and Changing every Day : Ard 
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ſpeak ſomewhat more particularly. 

Firſt, A Virtuwous Woman has Awful 
as well as Rea! Apprehenfions, That 
there is a God. When 7acob of old per- 
ceived the Preſence of God, it is faid, 
in Gen.-28. 17. He was Afraid, The 
Vertuous Woman in like manner Be- 
lieves the Eſence of God; and that 
thought, God':s, it faiſes a Sacred Fear 
of Him in her humble and moved Soul. 
She ſees the Being of a God prov'd from 
the Works of Creation : even as he that 
made the Image of Minerva ingraved 
his own Name upon it ſo, that it could 
not be taken out without breaking all 
to pieces. The whole World isa Book, 
and all Creatures are the Lerrers in it, 
whereby She Spells out the Exiſtence 


Creztures do loudly fpeak this Truth 
unto hers She Conſiders, That the 


that it could not have its Beginning from 
it ſelf; inafmuch as Nothing would then 
be the cauſe of Something. So, She lees, 


' there is a GOD; and She ſees the #7/dom 


of a GOD, the Power of a GOD, the 
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Goodneſs of a GOD throughout the 
Univerſe. She ſees likewiſe the Being 


,/|of GOD plain in the Works of, Provi- 


dence ; which preſerves all things ina 


.| moſt Excellent Order, Subordinate and 


Subſervient untoa Glorious End. She 
ſees the World like a Vaſt 4rmy Com- 


.| poſed of Quarrelſome, COmnnouy 


Contrary things, 'and yet holding w 
together z whereupon ſhe concludes, 
There is a GOD who is the Wiſe General 
over all, She conſiders the extraording- 
ry Occurrences in the | World ; and 
when: She ſees Prophecies that exactly 
foretell what comes to paſs many Ages 
after; When ſhe ſees Miracles, that give 
Check to the Common Courſe and 
Road of Nature; When She ſees 'Pray- 
ers extraordinarily Anſwered, Good 
Men extraordinarily Rewarded,' Ill men 
Extraordinarily Panifhed, She cries out, 
The Finger of a GOD is here"! She finds 
her ſelf born with a Notionof:a GOD, 
wherein ſhe has not been by any+ Tradi- 


and of thoſe that were counted ſuch 


tion or Policy of others'Impos'd upon'; 
and She pracioully Cheriſhesthat No- 
tion. All Ancient - Hiſtories" hardly 
mention above Twenty Prifeſt Arhiifts 5 
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there never was one, without frequent 
and vyehement ſuſpitions of a G O D. 
But all Tendencies to Atheiſm are moſt 
abominable to the Soul of a Virtuous 
Woman, She is not ſuch a Foo!, as to 
fay with her Mouth, or to Think with 
her Heart, or to. ſay in her Heart, and 
Wiſh, There'is no God. The Being of a 
GOD is at once the Fear, and yet the 
Wiſh of her Godly Soul.- If any De- 
{figning, Debanched Atheif; go to in- 
te unto! her; That the Notion of 
GOD, and HEAVEN, and HELL, 
and an Immortal SOUL, is but a Trick 
of ſome cunning Divines, her Anſwer 
15 with an Indignation, Speedy and An- 
one | 


, ; A YVirtuous Woman has a moſt 
Reverent Reſpe&t and Regard unto all 

that has 'the Name of upon it. 
; thathave the Fear of God in them, 

.are by Him ſo ſtiled, in Mal. 4. 2. Yox 
that Fear my Name. The Name of God 
is all that, whereby He makes Himſelf 

Known Uo ns; and a Virtnous Wo- 

-man will not Irreverently Uſe any ſuch 
'Thing, leſt She ſhould be held not Gmile- 
leſs beforethe Lord. She will not _ 
| e 


-likea Flath of Lightning, Satar, | j 
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the Titles of God in any _ and 
Fooliſh manner ; nor will ſhe havea 
low opinion of His 4rrTjbutes ; nor will 
ſhe with a Carnal Spirit come unto his 
Ordinances, Yea, {o far the is from 
Aﬀeronting the Name of God her ſelf, 
that although ſhe ſhonld be Dreſſed ne- 
ver ſo Fine, yet if ſhe Chance to hear 
the Name of God Blaſphemed, ſhe can 
ſcarce forbear the Rending of her Clothes, 
as .the Uſage of the Jews was on ſuch 
a Provocation 3 be ſure, it cauſes the 
Reading of her Heart. Eſpecially, the 
Word of God, is what ſhe Fears to De- 
ſpiſe or Controul,or Diſobey; it may be 
aid of her, She Fears the Commandment z 
it may be faid by her, My Heart ſtands 
in Fear of thy Word. Of the Precepts im 
that Word, it is then, Fear, Oh let me 
not break, them! Of the Promiſes thiere, 
tis her Fear, Oh kt me nt fall Short of 
them! Of the Meraces there, *tis her 
Fear, Oh let them never wb of me'! 
And at the ſame time, the Virtuous 
Woman is very much Concerned, That 
the Name of God may be duely hononr- 
ed in the World. Sanitifyd be thy 
Name is the firſt Petition of her Soul 
unto her Lord.” She would not for'the 
C 2 mo(t 


dies, .Contrives, Labours to Advance 


- 16.6. By the fear of the Lord men depart 
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moſt Maily Wedges of ok, wu do 
any thing, that may bring Reproach to 
os .dear Name of God ; but ſhe Stu- 


that Bleſſed Name asfar as ever ſhe can; 
Oh (ſhe thinks) How may the Name of 
my Good God, be by.my means Exalted in 
the World ! 

Thirdly ; A YVirtuous Woman is very 
crane and ſolicitous to avoid what 
the God of Heaven may be offended ar. 
'The Wiſe-man takes notice of this, as 
one Ingredient in the Fear of God, Prov. 


— 


from evil, And 1t is accordingly the 
defire of the Virtuous Woman, to ſhun 
all that Evil which God may be difplea- 

fed at. She flies from every Known S1n, | 
as from a direful Serpent, or frem-a | 


| 


coy Poiſon 3 becauſe that ſhe ſees it | 
offenſive unto that God, who is of purer | 
Eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look | 
por iniquity, What we read of Fob, is 

likewiſe to be ſaid of her, She is « perfe# | 


woman, one that fears God, and eſchews 
evil, She cannot bear the thought of | 
incurring the Anger of that God, who 

Overturns the Mountains in his . Anger 
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and- ſhe trembles before that God, ar 
whole 
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whoſe Voice even the Pillars of. Heaven 
do tremble. She had rather undergo any 
miſeries, than incur the intollerable and 
interminable Torments which the Om- 
nipotent God has to inflict upon them 
that provoke him to Fealouſie z and upon 
that account ſhe is fearful of every thing 
that may be provoking to her Holy Fa- 
ther. When ſhe over-hears the Lord, 
ſaying, Oh do no: the Abominable things 
that my Soul hates, her anſwer is in words 
like thoſe that Joſeph had unto his Bre- 
thren, 0h 1 dare not, cannot commit ſuch 
things, for I fear God! It other Women 
will ſpeak vainly, dreſs proudly, live 
lewdly, ſhe can ſay as Nehemiah did of 
old, But ſo do not I becauſe I have the \ 
Fear of God! The Exquiſite Pen of a - 
Dutch Lady hath Celebrated the Zeal of 
a Scorch Woman, who for her Zeal 
having her Leg tortured in that cruel 
Horrid Engine call'd the Boot, bravely 
ſaid, My God I bleſs thee that thou haſt 
given me a Leg to be thus uſed for thee ! 
Thus would this Perſon rather have all 
her Bones broke», than to fin ſo againſt - 
God, that like David ſhe muſt cry ou | 


of, Broken Bones. 
G4 Fourthly, : 
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Fouthly, A Firtuous Woman Labours 
to Pleaſe and Serve the great God, with 
the greateſt of her cares. The Fear of 
God, is thus deſcribed by the Apoſtle, 
in Heb. 12.28. Let ws Serve God Accepta- 
bly with Reverence and Godly Fear. And 
nothing is more Acceptable to the Vir- 
tuous Woman, than that ſhe may Ac- 
ceptably Serve her God, Let her be of 
never ſo High Rank, ſhe thinks it no 
Noop for her, to be a Servant of that 
Lord, who has all the Angels in Hea- 
ven for his M4zifters ; nor do's her Opi- 

 nion vary from that of thoſe Apoſtles 
- who choſe, to be call d, The Servants of 
Teſws Chriſt, when they might have been 
called, Hs Kinſmen; or of thoſe Empe- 
rours, who valued it as one of their 
Prerogatives, to ſubſcribe themſelves, 
The Vaſſals of the Lord Feſus Chriſt | 
Let her be'of never ſo Low Rank, She 
will not ſtoop to be a Servant of the 
World, orof the Fleſh, or of the Di- 
yel ; nor can ſhe brook that the Curſe 
_ offo being A Servant of Servants, ever 

ſhould come upon her. When ſhe con- 
templates that Lord, who is A greater 
than Solomon, ſhe cries our, Happy are 
thy Servants 3 Ob that I might be one of 


| them ! 
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them! And ſhe would always be doing 
the will of God, in ſuch a manner, as 
may be pleaſing to Him. We read of ©. 
One, He had this Teſtimony, that He 
pleaſed God, Now, That is the Teſti- 
monial to be given of the Virtuous 
Woman; She aſpires after the Inutation- 
of the Lord Jeſus, in, Doing always the 
things that pleaſe the Father, It is the 
Name of a good man, The man that 
pleaſethGod ; and whatever Change the 
Name of this Woman may undergo, 
ſtill ſhe keeps that Name, The Womar 
that pleaſeth God, How ſo? Evenbe- + 
cauſe tizat ſhe do's all ſhe canin and for 
the Service of. God ; and ſhe would nor” 
leave Room for that Expoſtulation of 
the Lord, If I be a Maſter, where is my 
Fear ? No, as often. as ſhe ſays, Our- 
Father, ſo often do's her Heart within. 
her -ſay, Our Maſter is in Heaven ! We 
read in the Bible, Ts To certain.” 


Women that Miziſtred unto Feſus 5 and 
this Woman is Ambitious tobe of that 
Bleſſed Company. | 
Fifthly, A Yirtuoue Woman does. 
attend the: Worſhip of God, with 
an Unwearied and Exemplary Dili- 
PENCE. The Proſelytes, that of old wer6. - 
C4 brought 
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brought tanto the Worſhip 'of the True 
God, are thus diſtinguiſhed, in Pal. 
IIS, II. Ye that Fear the Lord, And 
the Virtuous Woman accordingly ex- 
preſſes her Fear of God, by Worſhiping 
of Him that is Worthy to be Fearcd. It 
may with only the neceſlary Variation, 
be faid of her, as it was of Cornelius 
long ago, She is a Devout Woman, and 
one that Fears God, and Frays to God, 
always. As the Almighty God was 
Called, The Fear of Iſaac ; becauſe He 
was Worſbiped by that Renowned man 
ſo may He be called, The Fear of the 
Virtuwous Woman z becauſe this Woman 
will obſerve all the parts of that Worſhip 
which is due unto the Lord. There is 
the Watural Worſhip of God, whereto 
ſhe is no leſs Piouſly 4fe#ed, than Con- 
ſtantly Accuſtomed. She is a Womar 
full of Praycr, and Perhaps it may be 
faid concerning every Room of her 
Houſe, She has Perfum'd it with her Pray: 
&, Prayer is what ſhe will be Early as 
well as often at; and ſhe is every Morn- 
ing Jealous, leſt like Origen, ſhe give 
the Devil an advantage by omitting of 
it- She makes not her Cloſer a place 
or meer Trifles and Pictures, but for 


Prayers _ 
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Prayers with Devyouteſt Meditations: 
She retires into her Cher every Day, 
that ſhe may there have a Viſit from 
the Eternal Bridegroom of her Soul ; and 
whatever Exerciſes may be at any time 
upon -her mind, - She does as Hamahk 
did; She Pours out her Soul wnto the Lord, 
that ſhe may be no more ſad. Yea, ſhe is 
not unacquainted with ſolemn Humilias 
tions, and ſolemn Thanksgivings, upon 
the Juſt Occaſions of them. - She is a 
Woman whom Scriptures and Sermons 
are very dear unto: and it is not every, 
Trifle (as the want of a Garment, ora - 
dread of the Weather) that fhe will 
make: her excuſe for her Abſehce from 
the means of Grace, How fain would 
ſhe be with Mary, always hearing the 
{weet Admonitions of her Lord, about, 
The One Thing Needful, and The Good 
part which cannot be taken way ! The Sab- 
bath (he calls Her Delight ; nor will ſhe 
waſt the Sacred hours of it, in the 
Naughty Superfluities of Diet and Rays 
ment 3 but be as often as well ſhe can, 
in the Congregation of, The People of 
God; and there, as her Foice makes a 
ſound that ſhall be no Baſe, for the Mu- 


ſick of the Publick Pſalms, thus her. 
C5 Hears 
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Heart is an Altar from whence, during 
the whole Solemanity, there aſcend un- 
to God, The Sacrifices which He deſires. 
There is likewiſe, the Appointed Wor- 
ſbipof God, whereto ſhe counts her ſelf 
moſt Indiſpenſably Oblized. She can- 
not bear to be ſhut out from the Church 
of God, any more than Miriam from 
theCamp of old ; but whatever Longings 
ever may diſturb her, ſhe never has any 
more Craving and Raging ones than 
this, Oh God, Thok art my God, my Soul 
Thirſteth for thee, my Fleſh Longeth for 
thee, to ſee thy Power and thy Glory in the 
Santuary ! Indeed among the Turks the 


Women do never go to Church ; but 


Chriſtian Women would count it Hell up- 
ez: Earth to be ſo debarr'd. She is De- 
firous to Eat and to Drink, where ſhe 
may not Speak; and having been Bap- 
ized, ſhe is not ſatisfied until ſhe come 


_ to Eat among the Friends, to Drink 


among the Beloved, of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. She willnot make part of that 


Pruworthy Croud, which throng out of 
Doors, when the Spper of the Lord is 
_ to be adminiſtred, as if they were 
Yrighted at it ; or had cauſe toſay, The 

Table of the Lord is Pollited. She dares 
not 
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not indeed « come itboue a Weddi 
Garment, but ſhe will not ſtay TAY m4 
ole, whoſe only Real Apol Ogy wo | 
are loth to be at the Pains of put+ 
pe the ie Cornet 01/9 Alt ough ſhe me- 
times counts her ſelf as a Dog, yer like 
that Syrophenician Woman, ſhe will 
for ſome [Crambs from the-Table of the-- 
Lord. Having nad her Soul Purify'd by 
Regeneration, (he brings ber Ed 
the Tabernacle, She preſents un Li 


Church (if it be asked for) a 
Account, like another Lydis, 
never to be forgotten Things which Y 
God has done for her Soul; mide : 
ſhe makes the Church to underſtany 
like Ruth of old, That ſhe would c 
Reſt under the Wings of the God of 
Nor would ſhe let the B»fetings 0 * | 
Devil altogether diſcourage. her from: 
joining her ſelf ro ſome Holy Society 
of Believers, where ſhe may haye her. + 
Soul bound up in the bundle of Life... 2 . 
was a Noble Woman of Bohemia, tha 

left her Friends, her Houſe, her her Bax 
and all, and becauſe the Gates of 
City. were Guarded, Crept thro | 
Common Sewer, that the Tee Enjoy 
the /»/ticutions of the Lord Chrif 
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at. another place where they might be 
had. Such 1s the eſteem which a Yir- 
2u0us Woman has for thelnſtitutions of our 
Lord, ſhe can ſay, Lord, I have loved 
the place where thy Honour dwells ! and 
when ſhe can't Go, yet ſhell Creep to, 
The Habitation of His Houſe. 
This « | _e F__ o—_ It was 
very cruelly ſpoken by thoſe two very 
|. Ancient Poets; the firſt of which uſually 
| [in his Comedies] repreſented Women as | 
| wTery. bad; but the latter uſually repre- 
| - ſented ce —_ nn4 laying, The | 
} " firſt repreſented what they are, the latter 
| Pl they ſhould be. [ hope [ have in 
| this Dilcoarſe repreſented, not only, 
what, al Women emag be,. but alſo, 
What very many of them Are. And for 
their Encouragement, we will now pals | 
on unto, 


A 'The HAPPINESS of ' a YVirtuous 


| Woman. 
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And this happineſs is here ſummed up | 
in that / ord, She ſhall be Praiſed, Praiſe, 
Reputation, Commendation, is that 
cha Woman is very tender of; tis 
mo fitely then, that the Recom- | 
 pences 
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ces of a Virtuus Woman, are ſet forth 
by the Praiſe that ſhould and ſhall be 
given her. Said the Apoſtle of old, 7f 
there be any Virtue, and if there be any 
Praiſe, Think, on theſe things. Truly 
where there is Yirtze, there will be 
Praiſe; and the YVirtuous Woman will 
have her Fear of God, recompenſed 
with Praiſe from God , and be forever 
Gloriow: We have thele Concluſions 
therefore now before us. 


Concluſion, 1. 


The Fear of God willrecommend aWo- 
man to the Praiſe and ſo to the Choice of 
ſuch men, as it may be deſireable to have 
the good Opinion of. For a Woman to be 
Praiſed,is for her to be Married,in'Scrip- 
tural Phraſeotogy ; thus 'tis Lamented a- 
mong the Judgments of God,in P{.78.63. 
Their Maidens were noe Praiſed unto Mar- 
r1age.Now the Fear of God is the beſt way 
for a Woman to diſpoſe of her ſelf ro 
ſuch a Marriage, as men uſually Court 
none,but ſuch as they hear much Prai/ed, 
unto. When the Scripture fpeaks of the 
Marriage which Antichriſt forbidsunto 
his Filthy and Wicked Clergy, it calls 
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it, The deſire of Women. *Tis that 
which Women that have any regard 
unto honour, will Deſire, with Di/dain 
to be otherwiſe enjoy'd.3 like that in- 
genious Woman, who having her Cha- 
{tity Sollicited, gave that anſwer, You 
muſt firſt give me, what you neither have, 
nor can have your ſelf,and what yet you can 
give to me; That was, A Chaſt Huſ- 
band, The Truth is, to be Married un- 
to a Vain, Wild, Ungodly man, is that 
which no Diſcreet Woman will Deſire ; 
any more than to dwell with a Dragon. 


The Excellent Baſilla choſe to be be- 


headed, rather than Marry a Pagan Hul\- 
band. - But as for Prudent and Pious 
Men, *twill be their Deſire to be Mar- 
ried unto ſuch a Woman as is eminent 
for the Fear of God, There was a Wo- 
-an of whom it could be ſaid, in Ruth 
3.11. All the Town do's know that thou 
art a Virtuous Woman ; and you know 
that this Woman was not long with- 
out a good Husband, who had firſt 


Matches are made in Heaven z and indeed 
the Woman who by the Fear of God, 
has made ſure of a great Intereſt in 
Heaven, is moſt like to meet with ſuch 
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2 Match as may give her cauſe to thank 
Heaven all: her Days. "Tis poſflible, 
that Unſantify'd men, may Marry on- 
ly for Portion or for Prettineſs ; how of- 
ten do thoſe Reſpects give us to (xe 
Matches made in Hell! and yet there 
are few men ſo Profane, as to look up- 
on that Grace as undefireable in a Wife, 
of whicli they themſelves are deſticute ! 
But men that have the Fear of God in 
themſelves, when they chuſe the Com- 
panions of their Lives, will ordinarily 
chuſe to have ſuch, as they ſhall hear 
Praiſed for, The Fear of God; when 
they do otherwiſe, the God of Heaven 


often pays 'em ſeverely for it. It is an 
old Rule, 


| ( Uxor. 
Non ſolum eft Oculis ducenda ſed Auribus 


(5.e.) He that would Marry,and be wile, 
Maſt chuſe by Ears, as well as Eyes. 


When a man of Underſtanding, do's 
underſtand that a Woman is prais'd for 
the fear of God, this is more than all 
other Favour and Beauty to him 5 and fo 
the comes tothat Room in his Wella, 

| - 
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ed Affeftion, which will ſurvive: the 
Death of all other Favour and Beaur y 
whatſoever; and which many Waters can- 
zot Luench, Inſtead of ſaying as' many do, 
There's Money,and we ll hope the fear of God 
will come in Fime; (uch a man will lay, 
There's the fear of God, and we'll hope that 
all theſe things will be added : and if he be 
an 1/aac, who prays much over and be- 
fore his Marriage, he will pitch upon 
ſuch a Wife as will not Hinder but 4ſi/+ 
his Prayers afterwards. Moreover, the 
Woman that has, The fear of God, need 
not Fear, but that ſhe ſhould be praiſed 
among multitudes of her other 
Neighbours. whom yet ſhe cannot be 
Married unto. It any do. Deride her, 
they are none but thoſe abſurd, fooliſh, 
giddy Creatures, that will one day 
change their ſong, and with bloody 
Tears will then with, O that 1 had fear'd 
God like ſuch an one | All that have any 
ſenſe of True-worth, or, whole good word 
is of any worth, will be ſure to Admire 
her ; *tis a property in every Citizen 
of Zim, He honours them that fear the 
Lord ; but a vile p:rſon | Such an one as 
do's not Fear the Lordy| is contemmned in 


his Eyes. | | 
Concluſion, 
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Concluſion. 2. 


The Wiſdom which is in the fear of 
God, makes Praiſe to be the due of the 
Woman that is adqrned with it. A 
wiſe Woman is juſtly a Praisd Woman, 
and a Prisd one, all over the World. 
The Wiſe Woman in the City of Abel, 
doubtleſs was more than a little Praiſed 
in the United Acclamations of that Ci- 
ty. Tis ſaid in Ecclef. 8, 1. 4 mans 
Wiſdom makes his Face to ſhine, and 4 
Womans Wiſdom does as much. No Fa- 
vour, no Beanty is comparable to. Wiſ- 
dom ;, and tho' a perſon were all over 
ſparkling with peerleſs Pearls, yet this 
iS a Favour and a Beauty before which, 
No mention ſhall be made of Pearls for 
the price of Wiſdom is. above Rubies. Now, _ 
who or where is the Wiſe Woman? or 
what is true Wiſdom > The Claim has 
been long ſince laid, by many forts of 
witty-plodders, and crafty people in the 
World ; but the Apoſtle has pur in that 
Bar unto their -claim, That profeſſing 
themſelves to be Wiſe, they became Fools. 
If the Politician may challenge the praiſe 
of Wiſdom, doubtleſs theſe four 21A4- 
RIES 
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RIES which in the laſt Age Sway'd the 
Sceprers of fo many Kingdoms with the 
Profoundeſt Policy, were Wiſe Women, 
and the Elizabeth which came after them, 
came not behind them. Thomyris that 
could lead an Army againſt the Perſian, 
and Zexobia that could head an Army 
againſt the Roman Emperotr, were 
Wiſe Women, The. Sabinian Women 
which dire&ed the Senate out of inex- 
tricable Difficulties, were Wiſe ones. 
It was a Wiſe Woman of Teho® which 
could manage an Intreague at Court for 
the Lord General of 1/reel. If the Phi- 
loſopher may Challenge the Praiſe of Vi/- 
dom, doubtleſs thoſe were Wiſe Women 


' Who were Tutoreſſes, if I may call them 
ſo, to the 0!d famons Profeſſors of all 


Philoſophy. The Daughter of Pythagoras 


who. made Comments on her Fathers 


Books, was a Wiſe Woman', and fo was 
Hippatia formerly, who taught the Li- 
beral Arts, and wrote ſome Treatiſes 
of Aſtrology ; and ſo Sarocchia more late- 
ly, who was ordinarily Moderatrix in 
& Diſputations of the Learned men at 


Rome, The three Corinne, which E- | 


quall'd, if not Excell'd the moſt Cele- 


brated Poets of their Times, were Wiſe : 
an 
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and ſuch Ladies as Olympias, or Trota, 
whoſe Phyſical skill, was the wonder 
of rhe Univerſe. The Empreſs Eudocia, 
who Compoled Poetical Paraphraſes on 
divers parts of the Bible, was a Wiſe Wo- 
man 5 {o was Koſuiaa, who compiled 
the Lives of Holy men, and - Pamphilia = 
who Penn'd no Deſpicable Hiſtories 3 
and the French Lady, who a while 
ſince, publiſhed Homilies on the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews z and thus was the Lady 
Fane Grey, who ſo admirably could 
Read the Word of God in its Originals. 
There is Wiſdom in theſe things; and 
the Women which have had it, are 
therefore to be Praiſed. But, as the 
Apoſtle ſaid, yer 1 ſhew unto you 4 more 
excellent way ; {o Ilay, there is 4 greater 
Wiſdom than all of this. It 1s the Aﬀſler- 
tion with which the Wiſe Man Begins 
the Book of Wiſdom, in Prov. 1. 7. The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of Know- 
ledge. Or as the Words of his bleſſed 
Father, whom he much Imitated in his 
Expreſhons, were, The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of Wiſdom. Or, as it may 
be read, the chief par: of it, Here then, 
even in, the fear o God, is the Prima 
Sapientia, the chief, prime, grand W:/- 
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dom: Of a reaſonable Creature. Tis a 
true ſaying, Non qui multa, fed qui Fruttu: 
oſa ſcit, ſapit ; Wiſdom lies not ſo much 
in the Knowledge-of many things, as in 
the knowledge of Uſefu! ones. Now 
this .is the Wiſdom of a Woman that has 
the fear of God; ſhe has the Science thar 
will carry her fafe thro' all the Storms, 
all the Harms,al! the Temptations of this 
World, unto the Haven of Heaven at 
the laitzſhe has the #i/dom,to Conſider her 
latter End, and the is Wiſe unto Salvation, 
That admirable Woman, Olympia Ful- 
via Morata had very great accompliſh- 
ments 3 but that which moſt accom- 


' pliſh'd her, was, her embracing of true 


Religion with all manner of Perſecution 
for it; ſo that ſhe could ſay, the World 
is now become contemttible to me. "Twas 
this alone which Enabled her, when 


ſhe lay a dying, at near thirty years of 


Age, to ſee Heaven open for her, and 
ſay to her Excellent Husband, 1 am now 


full of Foy, and Sir, I know you now no 


more | This then is the Praiſe that be- 
longs unto ſuch a Woman ; it is noted 
unto the praiſe of Abigail, She was a Wo: 
man of a good Underſtanding, and_ſhe was 
of a Beautiful Conntenance, As for the 

Woman 


Dauphter of Zion. 45 
Woman,that has a Beautiful Conntenance 
without a good Under/tanding, as for her 
that-is, Fair and Fooliſh, you can find 
where ſhe is compared unto, A Swine 
with a Fewel in her Snout. But if a Wo- 
man have the fear of God, you now fee, 
that whether ſhe havea Beautiful Counte- 
ance Or no, yet the has a good Under- 
ſtanding, And therefore ſuch a Wo- 
man ſhall be praiſed among thoſe La- 
dies whoſe Beautiful Aſpet is particu- 
larly mentioned in the Scripture ; and 
whoſe Names make that Hexameter 
ver le, | 


Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, Abigail, Bath- 
ſhu', Abiſhag, Eſther, 


Concluſion. 3. 


The Benefits obtained by, the fear of 
God, procure praiſes for the Woman 
that is endued with it. Said the Pfal- 
mitt, in Pſa]. 31. 19+ O how great 1s thy 
gooaneſs, which thou haſt laid up for them 
that fear thee ! Such a profitable thing as 
the fear of God, muſt needs bea praiſe- 
worthy thing. Let us a little ſpecifie the 
B leſſi ngs, and ſo the praiſes, which, =_ 
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fear of God, 1s attended with. As for 


the Woman that has the fearof God ; | 


attend now unto the praiſes of ſuch a 
Woman, | 

This is the Woman whom the Bleſ- 
ſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt becomes, 4 Sur 


of Righteouſneſs unto»Tis laid in 2fal.4-2, | 


Unto 'you that Fear my Name, ſhall the 
Son of Righteouſneſs ariſe. We find 
among the Repreſentations of the 
Church, 4 Woman clothed with the Sun. 
Thus do you now (ee this Womar Cloth- 


ed | And as by Union ſhe is got into the | 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who like the Sun is 
the Center of the World, and who like 
the Sun gives Life and Warmth, and 
Growth, unto her Soul; ſo ſhe is by 
him Clothed with all that Righteonſneſs 
which Delivers from Death. She not 0n- 
ly has an Jnherent Righteouſneſs, from the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; or a principle diſ- 
poſing her to render both unto God and 
Man their D#es 3 but ſhe alſo has the 


Imputed Righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus | 


Chriſt, and being by the Grace of God 
allow'd an Interreſt in the perfe& Obe- 
dience of her Lord, as ſhe now ſtands 
25 without Fault before the Throne of God, 


Well may ſhe be a praiſed Woman, who 
r ſhall 
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ſhall be ſach a Righteous one. We fay, » 
The Wife ſhines with the Hwbands Rays. 
Behold here a Woman whole Hxiband 
iS, The San of Righteonſneſs. 

This is the Woman whom the 4»- 
gels of Heaven do moſt gladly Encamp 


about, We havereceived Information 


from the Inviſible World, by Pfal. 34+ 7: 
That the Angel of the Lord Encampeth - 
about them that Fear Him, and delivers 
them A Woman is uſually by Law 
under Covert 3 but it is an Angelical Coe 
vert which this Woman has by the Law 
of Heaven placed over her: She ſome- 
times has an occaſion for a Deliverance 
and the beſt Angel in Heaven, perhaps 
the ſame Angel that vifited Mary of 
old, is upon the Wing to haſten it un- 
to her. She has a continual, tho? it 
may be an Inſenſible Converſation, with 
Angels of better Account, than the Sons 
of God, which were entangled with the 
Daughters of Men, in the Antediluvian 
World; theſe are her 6G uardians, her 
Prote&ors, and her Monitors.” When 
the was firſt Converted unto God, the 
made Toy among the Angels, becauſe of 
another Spirit come in to fill up the 
Room lefc in Heaven by the Apoſtate 
Legions ; 
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. Legions : It gave a Triumph unto thoſe 


Morning Stars, to ſee one that ſhall 
_ come to move in Their Orb. And 
now ſhe has Praiſe among the Angels; they 


ſhout and ſay, Here is an Heir of Salva» 


tion ; and we have the welcome and happy 
- care of looking after her. 


This is the Woman, who takes a- 


moſt LZaudable courſe for her own Tem- 
poral proſperity. She is to be Praiſed as 
a Woman that prolongs her own Life. 
*Tis ſaid in Prov. 19. 23. The Fear of the 
Lord tendeth to Life, It keeps her from 
haſtning an - Untimely Death, upon her 
ſelf, either by raſh Wiſhes to Dye, or 
by the overmnch Wickedneſs which by the 
ſentence of Providence become Capital, 
or by the Luis which either Drown the 
Lamp, or Burn or Wear the Thred of 
Life away. She is to be Prajſed as a 
Woman that Conſults her own Health, 
"Tis faid in Prov. 3.7, 8. Fear the Lord 
It ſhall be Health to thy Navel, and 
Marrow to thy Bones. It keeps herffrom 


the Sins, which by being the Parents 
of Crudities and Obſtruftions, are the 
grand Parents of all Diſeaſes; and being 
thus forgiven _her Iniquity, "tis likely ſhe 


will not ſay, 1 am ſicks or be forc'd 
like 


— 
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likethe Woman in the Goſpel, To ſpend 
all upon Phyſicians. She is to be Praiſed 
as 2 Woman that Preſerves her own Rs 

| | putation. *Tis ſaid in Prov. 22.4. By 

S the Fear of the Lord # Honour, It makes 

her acknowledged for one that has the 

i Tmage of Chriſt and God upon herz 

which is The One Thing that [renders 
Hoxoxrable and while ſhe makes it 
her buſineſs like another Dorcas to - Ho- 
»our her Maſter, He fulfills that word 
unto her, Them that honour me, 1 will bb- 

1 z0ur5 and leaves her not cauſe for that 

complaint, Reproach has broken my Heart. 
She is to be praiſed as a Woman that ef- 
fefually lays in for her ſelf a Compe- 
rent md Convenient Portion of Worldty 

| Comforts. *Tis ſaid in Pfal. 101.5. The 
Lord hath given Meat unto them that Fear 
him. She will not be one of the ale 

| Souls that ſuffer Hunger 3 but according 
| to Gods Premiſe, which is her Store- 
houſe, her Houſe has in it, all the ſup- 
plies which are needful for her Glorify- 
ing-of God; and having as much Manna 
as will carry her through the Wilder- 
neſs, ſhe do's not Crave after thoſe 
Cumberſome Additions, which may hin- 
der her paſſing [<a the Eye of the 
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"Needle: the Towng Liens have not fo 
good a Table | ſhe is to. be praiſed as a 
Woman that Procures 4 ſpecial Guard of 
God upon her, in an.Evil Day. *Tis 
faid in Pſal. 33, 18, 19. The Eye of the 
Lord # upon them that Fear him, — to de- 
liver their Soul. from Death, and to keep 
them alive in Famine, Let things go ne- 
ver ſo bad, ſhe can with 7/aiah (ing, the 
Forty Sixth Pſalm, as being one of the 
Alamoth, or Head Perſons, concerned in 
it 3 the has the Blood of our Paſſover 
apply'd unto her, and ſo ſhe is preſerv'd 
i” Chriſt: ſw, when the Deſtroying 
Angels are the Executioners of the Dj- 
vine Wrath abroad 3 She has Rahab's 
Threed for her Defence in the midſt 
of Waſting Plagues, and ſhe has a Mark 
her Forchead [which I am ſure the 
ariſh Actire there uſed in our Days is 
not / 7 for her Preſervation. 

This is the Woman, who takes 2 
moſt Laxdable way for her own Eternal 
Proſperity too. -Sheis to be praiſed, as 
a Woman that has made her Peace with 

It is faid in Pſal. 103, 11, 12. 
Great # his Mercy towards them that fear 
bim, As far as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, 
fo far hath he removed our I —_ 
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Daughter: of Zion. $1 
from w. He that was Born of a Woman 
has made ſarisfaRion for all the Wrongs 
that her Sins have done to the moſt 
Holy Lord z God for the ſake of Chriſt 
has Releas'd her from whatever Pariſh. 
ment w3s ever due unto her, for what- 
ever Tranſgreſſion of his Law ; and thus, 
Being Fuſtified by Faith, ſhe has Peace with 
God. If any Afflicions come upon her, 
there are not YVindiftive or Deſtruttive, 
but purely Medicinal ; She fees they are 
t0 do hey good in the latter end; they are 
t0 make her partaker of Gods holineſs 4 they 
are to Work for her a far more Exceeding 
and Eternal Weight of Glory, She ſays 
like the Martyr, God & now _— of 
me, to ſet me bright on an high Shelf in 
Heaven for ever, She is to be prais'das 2 
Woman that is heard in her Prayer to 
God. It is faid in Pfal. 145. 19, He 
will fulfil the Deſire of them that fear him, 
he alſo will hear their Cry, and he will ſave 
them. She is one who has her Hearts 
Delight in God, and ſo ſhe has her Hearts 
Deſire from God. Her Prayers are the 
Breathings which the Spirit of God have 
Enkindled in ker the Power, and 
Wiſdom of God, Either in the Letrer, 
or in the Better gives a good anſwer to 

D 2 . them 
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them all z the Almighty gives her a 
Right Wi/l, which inclines her to ask of 
him, things according to his Will; and 
then he ſays, as unto Her of old, Be it 


' unto thee, ever as thou wilt. She is to 


be praiſed, as a Woman that gets her Soul 
Repleniſhed with ſuch Comforts as have. 
a Fore-taſte of Heaven in them. Ir is 
ſaid in Ac. 9.31. They were Edifyd, 
walking in the fear of God, and in the 
comfort 'of the Holy Ghoſt. The Holy 
Ghoſt Seals her with well-grounded 
and effeual perſuaſions of Gods hay- 
ing Loved her with an Everlaſting Love. 
Hence, whatever troubles do come 
upon her,ſhe feels a Word ſet home upon 
her,which cauſes her like Hannah, to be 
20 more ſad. She is to be Praiſed, as a Wo- 
man whom the Day of Tudgment will 
bring Wonderful Glories and Rewards un- 
ro-It is ſaid in Rev.11.18. The time of the 
Dead, that they ſhould be Tudged is come, 

that thou ſhouldeſt give reward unto them | 
that Fear thy Name, ſmall and great, 
She ſhall be one of the Early Riſers in 
that Morning of the great Day 3 when 
the Change for which her departed Soul 
has been waiting, is come, her Lord- 
Redeemer, ſhall ſay to her, Awake and 


Sing, 
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Sing, thou that dwelleſt in the Duſt 3 and 

ſhe ſhall then be marvellouſly Changed 
into the Likeneſs of the Lord Feſus Chriſt — 4 
Himſelf, She ſhall be made what Mo- 3 


ry 
- 


ſes and Elias appeared in the Mount of 


God ; -The Lord Jeſus will then openly 
Abſolve her and Applaud her 3 and ſhe 
ſhall fit with him on a Throne in the Re- 
generation ;, her Heart may now even 
ſpring like John in his Mothers Belly, 
when ſhe foreſees the Approaches of the 
Lord. She is to be Praiſed, as a 'o- 


.man Who is to be made partaker of Life 


Eternal. It.is ſaid in Prov, 14. 27. The 


' Fear of the Lord, is a Fountain of Life, 


to depart from the Snares of Death, Her 
Spirit ſhall be entertained with a tran(- 
forming and refreſhing /3/io» of God in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, amidſt the Cx- 
leſtial ' Regions of Light, with all the 
Sacred Inhabitants of thoſe Regions. 
Her Body, (hall alſo be made Incorrap- 
tible, and more Immortal than ever 


Eves in Eden was 3 it ſhall be made © © 


Powerful, Fulgent, Nimble, Subtile, Spi- 
ritual, and after a ſort Angelical. Sg 
ſhall ſhe have a Fulneſs of . Foy in the 
Preſence of God, and Pleaſures at his Right 
Hand for ever more., Here is the Wo- : 
3 man 
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man that has the Fear of God! This is 
the Praiſe that belongs unto her. - 


APPLICATION... 


But ſhall it now be ſeen, that Wo- 
men will more generally aſpire after this 
Charatter and this Happineſs * The petu- 
lant Pens of ſome Froward and Moroſe 
Men, have ſometimes treated the Fe- 
'male Sex with very great Indignities 5 
Blades, I gnefs, whoſe Mothers had Un- 
dutifyl Children, or. whoſe Wives have 
had but cruel Maſters. I am loth to 
ſhew my Catalogue, nevertheleſs whole 
YVolumns have been written, to diſgrace 
that Sex,- as if -it were, as one of thoſe 
Unnatural Authors calls it, The meer 
Confuſion of Mankind, Yea, tis not 
eafte to recount how many Licentious 
Writers, have handled that Theme, Fe- 
wine nulla bona, No Woman 1s good ! [ or 
the men were bad that fad ſo] Bur, 


1%. behold, how you may recover your - 


Impaired Reputation ! the Fear of God 
will ſoon make it evident, that you are 
among the Excellent in the Earth. If any 
men are {o wicked (and ſome Secs of 


men haye been ſo) as to deny your be- 
ing 


ed 
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- ſomewhat Improv'd againſt you, 1n 


OE. Dy 
ing Rational Creatures, the beſt meang 
to confute - them, will be by proving 
your ſelves Religious ones. I do aflure 
you, and I have more than Luther to 
conſent and concur wita me, in this 
aſlertion, That the Afions of even the 
meaneſ Milk-maid or Cook-maid, whes 
done in the Fear of God, are in the Ae- 
count of God more Noble Things than the 
Viftories of a Ceſar ! Thus do I ſet be- 
fore you, the way for you to be Er 

bled ; and thus Ennobled, many of you 
already are. When the Golden-mauth'd 
Ancient had ſo fa r forgot him(elf as to 
call a Woman, An Unavoidable Þ uniſh- 
ment, 4 \Neceſſary Evil, a Deſireable Ca- 
lamity: With more ſuch Iron words, he 
ſees cauſe to "add, Sermo eff de mulicre 
mala My Speech is of a bad Woman; 
and not of a good; for I have known many 
ready to every good Work, Tisan Ob- 
ſervation of Solomons which has been 


Eccleſ. 7. 28, One man among a Thouſand 
have I found, but a Woman among all thoſe 
have I not found. Nevertheleſs, in your 
own Vindication, you may reply, that 
Solomon (ſpeaks of what is uſual about 
the Courts of Princes; and perhaps 
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- "about his own Court eſpecially ; A good 
- man. inſuch a _ a rare thing ; but 


a good Woman there, is a black Swan 1n- 
deed 3 Solomon himſelf Particularly had 
a Thouſand Women to fatiate his Exorbi- 
tant Luſt; and poſſibly he may intimate, 
that among all :boſe he did not find Ore 
Woman truly YVertuous. Or, if this Re- 
ply be nor ſatisfactory, you may en- 

uire, whether Solomon ſpake not of 

uch as are by Repentance recovered 
from the Snares of Whoredom, when 
- once they have been therein entangled. 
For a Manto be reclaimed from the Sin 
of -Uncleanneſs when once he has been gi- 
ven thereunto is rare; but for a Woman to 
be ſnatch'd out of the Urclean Devils 
Hands, when once he has had any full 


Poſſeſſucrof her, is more extraordinary !- 


However it be, tis plain, that as there 
were three Maries to one John, ſtand- 
ng under the Croſs of our Dying Lord, 
ſo Rill there are far more godly Women 
in the World, than there are godly Mer 
and our Charch Communions give us a 
- little demonſtration of it. © I haye ſeen 

1t without oing a Mile from home, 
that in a Churc of, between Three or 


Four Hundred Communicants, there bo 
uc 
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Daughters of Zion 57 
bat few more than One Hundred Mer 3 
all the reſt are Women, of whom Cha 
rity will think. no Evil, Poflibly, One 
reaſon of it is, becauſe there are more 
Women .in the World chan Men ; but 
this is not a/ the reaſon. It ſeems that 
the Curſe in the Difficulties both of Sub- 
jeftion and of Child-bearinsg, which the 
Female Sex is doom'd unto, has been 
turn'd into a Bleſſizg, by the Free 
Grace of our moſt Gracious God. God 
ſanifies the Chains, the Pains; ' the 
Deaths which they meet withal ; and 
furthermore, makes the Tenderneſs of 
their Diſpoſition, a further occaſton'of 
ſerious Devotion in them. Now, God 
forbid that any of YOU, into whole 
Hands this little Treatiſe may come, - 
ſhould Contradid that Charitable - Obſer- 
vation, And let me tell you, that moſt 
of You,. have more Time to employ in 
the more . Immediate Service of yout” 
Souls, than. the other Sex is owner of, - 
You are Ordinarily more within the - 
Houſe, and ſo may more mind the - 
Work within the Heart, than We, . Al 
though I muſt Confeſs, *tis ofter- other- 
wiſe 5 Yet it is as ofrez {o, that you have - 


lictle more. Worldly. Buſineſs, than to + 


+ S Spend - 


I 
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Spend [I ſhould rather ſay, to Save] 
what others Ger, and to Dreſs and Feed 
ſhould I not alfo fay, to Teach} the 

tle Birds, which you are Dams unto. 
And thoſe of you that are Women of 
£Luality are excuſed from very much of 
this Trouble-too. Oh! how much 
might you do for GOD if you duely 


- conſidered, The Price in your Hands to 


get Wiſdom, 
Well then, 


5 onnſel, kr. 


The Firſt thing unto which I would 
perſuade you, is, to Pray moſt Inſtantly, 
Conſtantly, Importunarely that he Fear 
of God, may be Planted in your Souls. 
The Fear of God, is indeed already be- 
gun in that Soul, which is inſatiably 
deſirous to be therewith repleniſhed 
and Unutrerable Groans after that Fear, 
will augment the Power of that, which 
it already argues the Preſence of, Said 
Nehemiah, in Chap. 1.11. O Lord, be 
Attentive to the. Prayer of thy Servants, 
who deſire to Fear thy Name. The Wo- 
man that moſt affetionately lays this 
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de fire before God, O that 1 may Fear 
thy Name, isalready among the Servants 


.of that God, and ſhall certainly have 


her deſire accompliſh'd. Pray Read, Be- 
lieve, Praiſe that Word of God, in 
Prov. 2. 3, 5. 1f thou Cryeſt after Know» 
ledge, then ſhalt thow underſtand the Fear 
of the Lord, Crying is that which your 

x has its particular Eaſineſs unto 3 Be- 
hold, what your Cries, your: Tears are 
beſt employ'd about. - May it then be 
ſaid about you, Behold ſhe prays « and 
may your Prayer to the Lord put in ſuic 
that Promiſe of the Lord, in Fer. 32, 40. 
1 will put my Fear in their Hearts, O” 
plead earneſtly for the falflment of 
that Great and Precious Word of our 
God, and fay, Lord, Be it unto thy Hand-. 


maid according to thy Word, 


Counſel, 2. 


Having obtain'd the Fear of God, it 
ſhould be your Ambition to be continu- 
ally exerciſing-of it. You are thus ad- 
viſed in Prov. 23. 17. Be thon in the 
Fear of the Lord all the day long, Let 
your whole walk every Day, be a Walk 
with God ; and let eyery action oy >: p 

| dy, - 
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day, be ſo done in the Fear of God, as 
that Holineſs to the Lord, may be writ- 
ten thereupon. Be ſure to Begin and 
Conclude the Day with God 3 Rob him 
not of his Daily Sacrifice. In the Morn- 
ing be able to ſay, Oh God, when 1 a- 
wake I am ſtill with thee; take a Morn- 
ings Draught of Communion with God, 
firſt in your Cloſets, and then with your 
Houſes, and of reſolution to behave 
- your ſelves as having The Lord always 
before you, In the Evening, recollect | 
the Mercies which you have new]y re- 
ceived of God ; and Examine whether 
you have been fo Zealow, Watchful, 
Fruitful before God, as you ſhould have 
been ? and whether you can lye down in 
Peace with Him? Throughout all the 
Day, Interweave a Conſcience of Duty, 
into all your motions, al] your affairs. 
Let every Meal, every Sleep, every 
Viſit, and all your Domeſtick Buſineſſes, 
though it be but-cthe Rocking of a Cra- 
dle, be done with an Eye to this, This 
35 the T. hing wherein 1 may perform A Ser. 
vice to God, and expett a Bleſſing from 
God; Thus is what my God would have 
me tobe about. Herewithal, intermingle 
many Saleys of Soul, towards Heaven 
every 
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Daughters of Zion: 61 
every day 3 by raiſing of ſome ſerious 


gracious, divine Thoughts from the 
meaneſt occurrents that are before you z 
and by Pertinent Ejacwlations to God, 
both in a way of 'Peririon and of Thanks- 
iving upon all Occafions- This 'tis to 
e, In the Fear of the Lord all the Day 


l:ng, and Holy in every Turn ! 
Connſel. 3« 


But at the ſame time you ſhonld ufe 

2 good Caution againſt thoſe that would 
Seduce you froi the Fear of God. It 
is mention'd as the ſingular unhappineſs 
of Women, in 2 Tim. 3. 6. Men having 
a Form of Godlineſs, but denying the Pow- 
er thereof, —Thele Creep [ like Serpents, 
as they are] into Houſes, and lead Cap- 
tive Silly Women, laden with Sins, led 
away . with diverſe Luſts, "Tis noted of 
Seducers, that like their Father the De- 
vil, the Old, the Firſt Seducer, they 
have a ſpecial defign upon the Weaker 
Sex, who are moſt ealily gained them- 
ſelves, and then fit Inftruments for the 
gaining of their Husbands, to ſuch Er- 
rors as cauſe them to /o/e their Souls at 
laſt, Simon Magus Traded with his He- 
leng 
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lens, and Montanuc with his Maximills, 


for the more effectual Propagation of 
their Hereſies, as Jerom long f{tnce 0b- 
: ſerved ; and as Ephiphanius te ls us, A- 


ris JOS his: Blaſphemies by firſt 
Pro lycing ſevenhuadred Virgins there- 

+ That it is 80: new thing for #o- 
meu to become very miſchievous Ad- 
verſaries unto the Truth, and fo unto 
the Fear of God, isintimated from that 
inſtancein the Apoſtolical Hiſtory, 4A#s 
I3. 51: The Tews ſtirred up the Devout 
and Honourable Women, and raiſed a Per- 


ſecution againſ# the Miniſters of God. 


Indeed a Fo:/or does never in(inuate ſo 
quickly, or operate ſo ſtrongly, as when 
Womans Milk 1s the Vehicle, which tis 
given-in. But:may You be always upon 
your Guz2rd, againſt the Falſe Teachers 
in theſe Days ; and therefore become 
ſo well principled in your Catechi/ms, 
as that it may not be ſaid of -you, They 
are ever Learning and never able to come 
untothe Knowled:e of the Truth, It you 
find your {elves unatle to farthom ſome 
Controverſies which you: ſee agitated in 
the Church of God, and: if you muſt 
cry-out, 1 have nothing to draw with, and 
the Well # deep, the moſt likely way - 

& 


' Daughters of Zion. 63 
be kept from going out of the Way, is 
This z mind what has the moſt obvious 
tendency to advance the Fear of God, 
' in your Hearts and Lives ; mind what 
moſt magnifies Chrift and nullifies 24an, 
and recommends Pra#ical Godlineſs ; "tis 
the Dofrine according to Godlineſs, which 
1s the True Dofrine. Or if thou can't 
Penetrate ſo far, then mind how thoſe 
men which are moſt eminent for the 
Fear of God, are moſt generally inclin- 
ed; mind what is moſt generally grate- 
ful to the Sober, Gracious, Patient, Hea- 
venly, Mortify'd part of Mankind 3 and 
on the other ſide, what the moſt Looſe, 
Proud, Carnal, Railing, Profane, par- 
ty chuſe to fall in withal ; to Watk in 


the Way of good Men : is moſt probably 
to Walk in the good Way. 


Counſel, 4. 


While you thus maintain the Fear of 
God, let it very particularly diſcover it 
ſelf in your keeping the purpoſe of the 
Pſalmiſt, 7 will take heed unto my ways 
that 1 Sin not with my Tongue z 1 will keep 
my Mouth with a Bridle, May it be as 
much a Cauſeleſs,as it is a Common report 
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concerning you, that your- Tongues -are 
frequently not ſo governed by the Fear 
of -God, as they ought to be. The Fa- 
culty of Speech is of ſuch a Noble and 


of ſuch a fignal Figure in the conſtitu-* 


tion of ,Mazkind, that it is a thouſand 
pitys, it ſhould be Abus'd ; but Woman- 


kind is uſually: charged with a peculiar 


ſhare in_the Worlds Ab»/es of it. Ir 
isindeed a piece of great Injuſtice, that 
every Woman ſhould be ſo far an Eve, 
as that her Depravation ſhould be impu- 
ted unto al! the Sex. Neverthele(s it 
highly concerns you to do your part, 
that in Fames Trumpet, which is a 
Speaking One, you may be better. /poker 
of," as--to-the matter of your ſpeaking, 
The attainment which therefore I re- 
commend unto you, 1s- that in Prov, 


IO. 20, The Tongue of the Juſt, # as 
choice Silver. A Woman. is often valued 


according to the Silver that ſhe has to 
bring unto them that will call her their 
Miſtreſs, in order to their being after 
of that. - *Tis a few Pounds, Shilling and 
Pence, that makes her weigh heaviet in 


the Scale of the vulgar Eſtimation. But a © 


Woman of a Sitver Tongue is the perſon of 


whom we may moſt reaſonably ſay,She is 
ot 
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not of little worth. m—_—_ Speech ought 
always to be True, and there ſhould be 
no leſs -an agreement between your 
Hearts and Words, than between your \ 
Words and T hings, EVEr ſpeaking As you 
think, tho' it may be not 4/! you think; 
leſt you put Braſs or Tin inſtead of Sit- 
wer : {o your Speech ought liketviſe ro 
be Rare, like Silver, 'which is not (© 
common as Copper or Iroz is. Be care- 
ful that you don'r Speak roo ſoon, becauſe 
- | youcannot fetch back and eat up, what 

| 15 uttered; but Study ro Anſwer, And 

| be careful that you dont Speak 00 much, 
'| becauſe that when the Cheſt is always 
open, every one Counts there are ao 
Treaſures in it; and the Scripture rells 
us, *tis the Whore that 15 Clamorozs, and 
| the Fool," that is fu'l of words. Let there 
be a comely Afability and Ingenuity at 
the ſame time, in all your Spe:ch, that 
| it may be as grateful as a Bag of Silver 
would be tothe Receivers of it; and O 
let there be no. Droſs in your whole Com- 
| munication. The Droſs of your own 
' H##ath, vented in ſcolding, fury, vile 
names; the Droſs of your own Worth, 
vented-in boaſting, bragging, ſelf-oſten- 
tations 3 the Droſs of all Filthineſs, _ 
E 
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which 'tis a ſhame to ſpeaks let all this 
Dyroſs be purged out of all your Speech. 
But inſtead thereof let your Speech, have 


ſo much UVſe-in it, that your Diſcourſe | 


may bring:as much Emohument as ready 
Silver to the Hearers of it; thac your 
Zips may Feed many, your Mouth may 
be a Well of Life, and your Tongue may 
be Health: and that ordinarily your 
Companions- may not be a Quarter-of 
an hour with you, before they may have 
cauſe to fay of you, Her Diſcourſe-has 
been Meat, Drink, and Phyſich to my Soul! 
O chat when'you are talking you would 
imagine what: the Prophet ſays, The 
Ford hearkened and heard, and acknow- 
ledge what the Pſalmiſt owns, There is 
not a Word in my Tongue, but behold O 
Lord, thou knoweſt it altogether. ] re- 
member Tertulliaw relates, That the 
Primitive Chriſtians did uſe to ſeaſon 
their Feaſts with very ſavoury Diſcour- 
ſes; and-he gives this reaſon for itz 1:4 


fabulantur, us gui ſciant Dominum audire ; 


They Talk as knowing that the Lord 
Hears. _ carry that in your Minds, 
and that will prevent the Impertinenc 
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ed in Bandy Talk about the Things 


Goſſiping which you haye been reproach: | 
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ed for, that will make you bring forth 

fuch things as you may with Joy find 

—— in The Lords Books of Rememe- 
ance. 


Counſel 5. 
There is one particular thing more, 


which you ſhall ſee that your fear of 
God, extends it felf unto 3 and that 1s, 


| your APPAREL, which you are often 


accuſed for tr«n/grefing in, Where the 


| fear of God ſanRtifies the Heart, it will 


doubtleſs regulate the Habit. Pray let 
the fear of God, make you able to ſtand 
before the YYord of God ;, where YVo- 
»en.are commanded in 1 Pee. 3.2, 3, 4- 
to have 4 chaſt Converſation coupled with 
fear ; whoſe Adorning (tis added) ler ie 
not be the outward Adorning, but let it be 


| the bidden man of the heart, For after this 


manner in the old Time, the holy women 
alſo who truſted in God,adorned themſelves. 
And in 1 Tim. 2. 9. That they adorn them- 
felves in modeſk Apparel with ſhame-faced> 
neſs and ſobriety ; not with broidered Hair, 
or Gold, or Pearls, or coſtly Array but 
(which becometh women profeſſing godlineſs) 


| with good works. *Tis true, that more 


Indulgence 
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Tndalgence may be given to YYomen and 
' Children in point of Appare!, than- to 
Men; they were the V/jves, and the 
little Sons and the Daughters, which we 
find wearing moſt of Or-amen: among 
the Antient People of God ; and yet 
unto: you alſo, has the God of Heaven 
given a Law, apreeably to which:you 
are to Attire your ſelves. You ſhall 
permit me to lay. before you, a few 
Maxims, every One of which are fo 
many juſt Conſequences from the Scrip- 
tures that have been given you. | 
I. For a Woman to expoſe unto Com- 


View thoſe parts of her Body, whictr 


there can be no good Endor V/e for the 
Expoſing of, is for her to expoſe her 
ſelf unto the Vengeance of Heaven. 
"There is indeed a covering of the Skin, 
which is but a black Mark of one that 
never yet had a covering for her Sims 
Thie black, Patches worn by too many 
Females, are indeed ſo many blew ones ; 
they are the Tokens of a Plague in the 
Soul. They are not, the ſpots of Gods 
Children, but the Dapples of a Leopard 
"that will never, learn to do well... They 
are for the moſt part upon the Faces that 


never-were waſhed in the Blood of the | 
| Lamb 
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'to ſay, The Devil ſat upon them. 


the Soul within to be one unto whom 
our Lord may ſay, Thou art all fair there 
is no ſpot inthe?. But there is a Nakedneſs 
of the Skin which is alſo, and as much 
to be accounted Criminal. - 'The Face is 
to be Naked becauſe of what is to be 
Known by it; the Hands are to be Na- 
ked, becauſe of what is to be done by 
them. But for the Nakedneſs of the 
Back, and Breaſts, no reaſon can- be gi- 
ven; unleſs ic be that a Woman'may 
by ſhowing a Fair-kin enkindle a Foal 
Fire in the Male Spectators ; for which 
cauſe even . Popiſh Writers have no leſs 
RURNcany than ſeverely Laſhed them 
and for Proteſtant Women to uſe them, is 
no lefs inexcuſable than it 1s abomina- 
ble : nor did a Go!de Mouth of old ſtick 


II. For a Woman to put her ſelf into 
a Faſhion, that thall prejudice, - ether 
her Health, or her Work. is to break all 
the other Eight Commandments as well 
as the Sixth and the Eighth, which are 
thereby notoriouſly violated. "They 
that} ſay, Pride feels no Cold, do often 
catch a Mortal Cold that they may pleaſe 


a fooliſh Pride, and the Hear of Hell- * | 


flames 


_ - Daughter of Zion. 6 4 
Lanthb without Spot 3 nor do they argue =+ 
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- with God that they who cannot thus 


© not evident] , conliſtent with Modeſty, 


0 Ornaments for the- 


flames is that which they thus haſten up- 
on themſelves. They that profanely 
lay, As good out of the World as ont of the 
Faſhion, often follow ſuch a Faſhon as 
either hurrics them out of the World, or 
wefits them for living in it. Creatures Þ 
yet, than which none would be more | 
oth to put on ſach a Pirch'd Coat of Mar- jaf 
tyrdome, as Nero clapp'd on the Backs 
of them that Worſhipped our bleſſed Je- 
ſus to burn them in it. But what accoune | _ 
can give at laſt? when Women {|p! 
0-10, t they cannot Eat or Breath, |r4 
ſure they cannot Work. and it is juſt 


Work, ſhould not be permitted long to 
Eat or Breath. 
III: For a Woman to Wear what is 


Gravity, and Sobriety, is to wear not an 
Ornament, but a Defilement; and ſhe puts 
off thoſe Glorious Yireues, when ſhe puts 
on the Viſible Badges of what is contra- 
ry thereunto- The command which 
requires any Grace, requires allo - the 
Sign of that Grace ; hence for a Wo- 
man with her Gariih, Pompous, Flant- 
ing Modes, to hang out the Sign, upon 
wah every Rational Beholder oy" 
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has Liberty to Read, There dwells « 
Proud, Light, Vain, Giddy, Trifling Soul, 
# that Carcaſe ! this is not according to 

od ; who ſays, Whatſoever things are 
enerable, whatſoever things are Lovely, 
hatſoever things are of Good Repors 
think, of.' theſe things, They that w 
140 0uanyete BY —Mr yp, atop. 
Abraham; are to be The Daughters of 
Sarah 00. | 

IV. As a Po4sr Woman may not af- 
pire to go with a Bravery, which a 
richor a great Woman may be allowed 
in, ſo neither -maya rich or a great Wo- 
man extend her Bravery, beyond the 
allowance which God has given her. 
There is a Soft-Cloathing which our Lord 
Jeſus does not feEm to deny unto ſuch 
Perſons of Quality as are in Xings- Houſes, 
But you have doubtleſs heard, what 
came of the Frog, which would not be 
content, except ſhe might look as bi 
asthe Cow. The Ranks of People ſhoul 
be diſcerned by their Cloaths; - nor 
ſhould we go in any things but what 
may be called Swirss The Woman 
which will. go as none but thoſe who 
are above her, do or can, ſhews her ſelf 
to be as much out of her Wits as out _ 
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her Place, And ſhe that will not Cat her 
Coat according to her Cloath, does but put 
a Fools Coat upon her ; ſhe that will 
have more on her- Back, than can rea- 
dily come out of her Pur/c, deſerves to 
be ſtript as the Fine Fay was: of her bor- 
row'd Feathers. Nevertheleſs, Yain- 
glory may infinvate it ſelf into the rich 
and great, as well as the poor 3 and Iam 
to Charge THEM, That they benot High- 
minded.” 

* V. . A Woman, whoſe Raiment is 
tob Coſtly to leave her capable of attend- 
ing the Duties of F«fice and Mercy, 
commits but a piece of ſhining Thievery, 
in that cheating and cruel Finery, She 
that through Exceſſes in Attiring of her 
ſelf, is unftted for the payment of what 
ſne owes; either to her private Creditors, 
or to the ſapport of the Government and 
the Miniftry, by which her Civil and 
Sacred well-fare is watch'd unto, is ut- 


. terly unworthy; either of Credir, or of 
any Civil or Sacred adyantages- But 
there areWorks of Charity as well as Works 
of Righteouſneſs, which a Woman is alſo 
under ſuch obligation to, that all S»peg 


flaities are to be retrenched forthe ſake 
thereof; It ſeems but reaſonable that 
whenevet 
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whenever. we -lay out. any thing for 
purely Ornamental Superfluitics, we ſhould 
lay out as much in Cloarhing and Feeding 
the diſtreſſed Members of the Lord Je- 
ſus. Chriſt 3 I doubt we ſhall make up 
very mean Accounts about our Talents, 
if we do not ſo. 

VT. For an o!4 Woman to flaunt it in 
a Youthful dreſs, is altogether as prodi- 
gious a Diſorder, as for the Flowers of 
May to appear among the Snows of De- 
cember. A Summer Dreſs will not ſuit 
a Winter Age. The Aged ſhew them- 
ſelves to be twice Children, indeed, if 
they go like Children, and not put away 
Childiſh things. For a VYoman that 
knows her ſelf near her Winding Sheet, 
ſtill to afte a Wedding Robe, is a Light- 
neſs than which there can be nothing 
more uncomely. 

VII. For a Piow VVomanto Preſerve 
no - Diſtinftion from a - Debaucht one, in 
her Apparel, where it may be cone, is 
to leave her (elf without a Dif infor 
which might preſerve her when the 
commonand waſting Judgments of God 
are Puniſhing the ſtrange Apparel inher 
Neighbourhood. It was well adviſed 
by Tertullian to the ;— in his Days, 

Ut 
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crimen, that the Handmaids of God 
would go ſo as to diſtinguiſh themſelyes 


from the Handmaids of the Devil; and 


believe it, the plagues which.coine up 
on the Hanghty Danghters of Zion, will 


make no difference between thoſe that _ - 
make none for themſelves. VVe read-, |< 


concerning the Artire of the Harlot ; 


and the VVoman that will Wear like: - 


ſuch an one, will probably Fare like her 
in her Calamities. The Courte/ſans in 
ſoime Nations of old, were known by 
Vails of a. particular ſhape 5 and it” is 
pity. but that Yertwouws People ſhould 
2gree to avoid ſuch Habits, as Vicioxs 
—_ bave fignalized themſelves with- 


a | 
VIII. VVhen a VVoman finds her 
Superfluous Accontrements, tO Excite 


any Luſt in her ſelf, ſhe ſhould no lon- 


ger carry about her the Flint and Steel 7. 


that ſtrike Fire into the Tinder of her 
Corruptions. If Maries Locks have 
entangled her ſelf or others, it becomes 
her to turn them into a Towel for the 
feet of the Lord Jeſus. To nouriſh and 
foment any Diſtemper in our minds, is 
for us to Wrong our own Souls, with a 


Phrenſy ? 


# 
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Phrenſy greatetr"thatithat.of the Poſlel- 
ſed Creature, which kept Curing and 
Woknding himſelf among the Monu- 
ments of the Dead. For a VVoman 
to indulge her ſeX in a Gajety, whi 
as often as *cis put on, diſpoſes her So 
to ſuch a Yavity, as indiſpoles her to 
Devotion, or throws her into a frame 
difagreeable to that of a Stranger and a 
"| :4lgrim 1n the VVorld; this traly does - 
not Aorn the Doftrine of God onr Sa- 
vIOMy. | 
"ke Mer that wal be the 
Higheſt or the ſooneſe 1n every New Faſhion 
will herein always keep the 01d fre. 
of a Proud Fol. It is required of us, 
et your Moderation be known —__ 
en, but for a VVoman to betray ſuch 
Levity, that nothing will pleafe her 
ut Changeable Taffata; and it (hall be 
.þs ealie'to make @ Coat for the Myon, as 
0 accommodate her fickle Humour 
yith'One unto her mind; or for her to 
etray ſuch an Ambition, that none ſhall 
one to ker Dimenſions without an ob- 
ervable Exorbitancy. — this is quite 
ontrary to a Chriſtian Moderation, If 
hen our Lord-(hould ſay, She /eeks me 
arly, "tis cnly'the Gallantry of the Age 
E 3 that 
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thar:can ſay;' She is an early ſeeker of me z 
if when our Lord asketh of her, Whar 
doſe thou more than others ? all her An- 
{wer muſt be, 1 flaunt it more,and I brave 
f it more! *tis but a miſerable ſtory that is 
| to be told of her. | 
| X., If a VVoman ſpend more time 
'N in Dreſſing, than - ſhe does in Praying, 
| or in Werking out her own Salvation, her 
Dreſs is but the Snare of her Soul. An 
Holy Perſon among the Ancients, be- 
holding of one that had been long fland- 
ing at the Glaſs, fell a V Veeping, and 
gave this Reaſon for it, There's one that 
* .has this Morning ſpent far more time for 
her Body than 1 have done for my Soul. 
How many Ladies would retire from 
cheir Glaſſes with VVeeping Eyes, up- 
on their own Account, if their Eyes 
were ever turned Inward upon them- 
ſclves, or Upward unto an Angry God, 
| or Down-ward unto a Gaping Hell, as 
| they are turned Awry to Behold Vanity ! 
VVhen a VVoman muſt be ſet ' out 
with 2)moſt as much Tackling, as would 
ſerve the Royal Sovereign, and muſt be 
ſo taken up with Decking a Body which 
is very ſhortly to feed the V Vorms, 
that her Soul which 1s ro live through 
Eterna 
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Eternal Ages, cannot be well'Provided 
for, the _ her own Soul, and yet gains 
nothing of that, which if it were al 
gained, would not make up the /-/5. 

XI. In times of terrible and general 
Calamity, 'tis fit a V Voman ſhould 
abridge her ſelf of that Liberty in' her 
Garb, which at other rtimes- may be 
allow'd unto her. VVhen the People 
are in Danger of Ruine, the voice of 
God unto them iS, Put of your Orna- 
ments, And as for a VVoman to be 
ſplendidly. Array'd upon a Dayof Hum 
tation, is an Afﬀeront not only 'to- the 
Angels that ſee hoiv we look in our Sa- 
cred Congregations, but alſo to the , 
God of Angels, before whom we ſhould 
then appear in what is equivalent unto 
Sack-clothz ſo for -her - ordinarily. 10 
glitter with Co/tly Array,” at 4 time 
when we are peculiarly to Zumble our 


ſelves under the mighty hand of God, 1s t9 


make her (elf like that Midier :ijh 
Doxy, who had Zimri for: her Gallant 
in the Face of the whole Congregation, 
which were Weeping before the Lord. 

XL. The beſt Robes of any. VVo- 
man are but vile Rags, if they either do. 
find her Deſtitute- of, or do not make 

E 3 her 


het Concerned for The Clothing of her Soul. 
VVhen Athanaſius beheld. a VVoman 
gorgeoully Attiring of her ſelf, he 
melted into Tears, For (ſaid he) all this 
preparation is for her Deſtruftion. Truly 
a VVoman is but *Equipping her ſelf 
againſt 4 Day Slaughter, if a Bodily 
Equipage be all that ſhe is furniſhed 
with. If ſhe do not Put on the Lord Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, what ſignifies all her Proviſion 
for the Fleſh? If The be not” Array'd in 
the Fine Linnen clean and white, which 5s 
the Righteoulnels of the Saints. the 1.45% 


of God will diſdain to take notice of 
her. If ſhe have not on The Wedding 
Garment, the King of Heaven will not 
acknowledge her as a Gueſt of His, 
Let her be, Al glorious within, and from 
the Needlework, of the Holy Spirit, Let 
have an #nder garment of Grace, Upon 
which an »pper garment of Glory ſhall 


. ſhortly be induced, .or elſe the Lord 


willſeeno Beaxty in her. If ſhe had no 
more than a Peaſcod out of which to 
make her a Gown and Hood, {he would 
not be ſo unhappy, as if her Soul go 
without the White Rayment.,” which the 
Lord Jeſus has Counſell'd her to Buy 


at 15, to Beg) of him. 
( ” Theſe 
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Theſe are the Leſſons, by the Re- 

membrance and Obſervance of which, 

you may be kept from ſuch Tranſgreſion 

in your Apparrel as may lay, There # no 
Fear of God before your Eyes. | 


Counſel. 6, 


But, without your Faith in Chriſt, 
your Fear of God; is utterly to be de- 
ſpaired of. No good Fruit is to be ex- 
pected from you, nor do I expect any 
good Fruit of all the perſwaſives unto 
the Fear of God, now uſed with you, un- 
leſs by a Belizving on, you come to an 
Union with, your Lord Redeemer, who 
has told you, without me 10u can do ne- 
og. Whoever pretends to Write the 
Calling: of a Yertzous Woman, and for- 
gets to-urge Faith 'in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt as the Root and Source of alltrue 
Virtue, has finely left out the One Thing 
Needful. There is nothing ſo needful 
for Women to be advertiſed of, as a 
Meſſage like what was carried from the 
Lord Jeſus to. that Woman of old, 4- 
riſe, the Maſter calleth thee | The. !afp 
thing which therefore is now ſet before.- 
you, is mention'd laſt becauſe *ris :the : 
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firſe thing that you are to ſet upon the 
aQile of ; *'Tis that of Believing on the 


rd Jeſus Chriſt ; *tis the anſwering of 


the Invitations which that Blefled, Lord 
has given you, Look unto me that you may 


be ſaved, and Come unto me that you may 


have Reſt, We aretold in Hes. 11: 6. 
Without Faith it ts impoſſible to pleaſe God 3 
and we may therefore ſay, without Faith 
it 1s-impoſſible to Fear God, It was when 
Faith in the promiſed Meſſiah was work- 
ing in the Heart of our Father Abraham, 
that the Lord ſaid, Now 1 know that thoa 
Feareſt me, Thoſe two things are join- 
ed by the Pſalmilſt, in #/al. 115. 17. 
Ye that Fear the Lord, Truft in the Loyd. 
Except we come to a 7r# in the Lord, 
for all our Bleſſedneſs to be graciouſly 
Communicated unto us through the Me- 
diator. We diſcover our ſelves to be 
without the Fear of the Lord ; neither 
ſhall we ever grow in Grace, if we have 
nota ſenſible, affeQing, fiducial Know- 
ledge of the Lord Feſus Chrift, O that 
it may now be ſaid of you, Woman, 


great is thy Faith! and that whereas, 


Faith-is not of our ſelves it is the gift 0 
God, you may beg of God this Gift, wit 
a 


_ _ 
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a moſt becoming Importunity, Zord 1 
would Believe, help my Unbelief. 

That you may not want a Deſcrip- 
tion of that Fairh, with which you 
ſhould fo apply your ſelves to the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, as that' it may be ſaid of 

ou, Whois this Leaning upon her Beloved ? 

© mediſtinaly entreat you, to purſue 

the experience of theſe two- Artain- 
ments. / | 

Firſt, Get a Lively ſenſe of your own 
Spiritual Death, Sinfulneſs and Wretch- 
edneſs. Behold your (elves hyfited and 
haunted by the Avengirs of Sin, and 
ready to be Deſtroy'd if a Refuge be not 
provided for you. When you hear the 
Voice of God, as a Fudge enquiring- after 
you, let it make you as much fraid as 
your firſt Mother in the firſt Garden 
was. Take a view of your own" Con- 
dition, .as the Word of God has repre- 
ſented it; and let no Creatares whatſo- 
ever then quiet the Agonzes thence ari- 
ſing in your minds. Think on the ter- 
rible Wants and Woes of your Souls; 
think on the y«i/r, and filth, and ſlavery 
wherein you are periihing every day; 
thiak on the ever-burning Fire,and of the 
never dying #orm, which you is 
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day in danger of going down into; 
think till you cry out, Oh Wretched We- 


- man that I am! Who ſhall deliver me? 


Let not all the Pleaſures and Profits, and 
Honours of this World allay the Di- 
ſtreſſes which your Souls are now caſt 
into ; call *em all, Miſerable Comforters! 
and Lying Vanities ! anc Phyſicians of no 
walue | If Self now offer to procure 
your Deliverance, treat that 7do! with 
Contempt, and unſpeakable Diſdain. 
As for any Righteouſneſs of your own 
to anſwer the demands of the Law, ac- 
knowledge, *'T3s all filthineſs ; as for an 

Strength of your own, to fulfil ſo muc 

as the Commands of the Gofpe!, acknow- 
ledge, 1 have no Sufficiency | pronounce 
your ſelves Loſt, and write your ſelves, 


Wretched and Poor and Miſerable, and 


Blind, and Naked. 

Being rhus Humbled, or having your 
Security in your Natural Eſtate fo far 
diſturbed, that you feel you muſt re- 
nounce all bat: Chriſt, all for Chriſt, 
then caſt your ſelves upon the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt for all manner of good, 
Humbly, Hopefully, Joyfully go to him 
for all the Sure Mercies of the New Co- 


yenant : for all the Benefics whereof 


it 
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it bas pleaſed the Father there ſhould in him 
all fulneſs dwell z for all the Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Santtification, and Redemp- 
tion which he is to be made unto us; 
Firſt, Accept the Lord Jeſus Chrift in 
His Word, When you hear the tender 
of a Feſus made unto-.you, Reply upon 
it, Lord, let me have a Feſws upin any 
Terms | and like the Dying Martyr fay, 
None but Chriſt | None but 5 Pon- 
der feriouſly, how the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
Execurtes the Office of a Propher, and of : 
a Prieſt, and. of a King ; and when you 
are asked, whether you are willing to 


| enjoy the Infruftion of that Prophet,: the 


Atonement of that Prie#, and the Go- 
vernment of that King, let your ſincere. 
anſwer be, Lord, with all my Heart | 
And then, Preſent the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in your Prayer. When you make any 
Requeſt unto the Almighty, let the 2ſe- 
rit and Virtue of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
be the Ground of your Hope to ſpeed 
in all. The Mediation of the Lord Je- 
ſas, let that both Embolden your Ap- 
plications zo, and bag on your Ex- - 
pectations from, the God of Heaven. 

Particularly, when you Pray for the . 
Favour of God, let this be your Depen- 
dence, . 
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dence, The Lora Feſus Chrift has made 
Satisfattion for us by his Obedience, and 
now he ever lives to_make Interceſſion for 
w, When you Pray for any Counſel or 


Conduft, Relye upon this, Unto us a Sa- | 


wviour is given, whoſe Name is Wonderful, 
Connſelour ! When you Pray for any 
Succour or Supply, Relye upon this, 
There is a Man upon the Throne, by whom 
all the Wheels in the World are managed | 


Oh let the view of a Sweet Jeſus cauſe 


you. to ſilence all your Diſpair of Mer- 
cy, and ſay, Why art thou caſt d»wn, O 
my Soul, Hope in God, ſince he has provi- 
ded a Feſus for thee. This is the Fatrh 
of Gods Ele, We read in 2 Tim. 3, 6, 
concerning Silly Women, £ aden with Sins; 
Creatures indeed, which do not feel 
their Load. But it is the Call of our 
Lord, in at. 11. 28. Come to me, all 
yethat are Heuvy. Laden, May you find 
your Souls Heavy Laden with a Moun- 
tainous Weight of Sins apon you-; £3d 
may. you carry ſuch awakened Souls 
unto the Lord Jeſus, . as unto him whom 
$00 has Exalted, that he may beſtow 

th Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins up+ 
' en his 1ſraes. 


That 


PO TI ONT te Le IEI . — 


Danghters of Zion. 385 


That fo the Addreſs now made you, 
may as well be Agreeable as Effeftual, 
give me leave to preſs it, under the No- 
tion of a Marriage whereof the Son of 
God now makes you moſt Condeſcend- 
ing Overtures. Never were you treat- 
ed with ſuch an Important and Concer- 
ning Aﬀair, as that which I now chal- 
lenge your Earneſt Heed unto; and 
therefore let the Words 'once uſed by a 
Woman, be now with a little Alteration 
Mine, Intreat me not to Rave thed, or to 
return from following after thee ; for 1 muſt 
prevail with thee 10 take my God and my 
Chriſt, as thine for ever, The Miniſters 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt are called, 7he 
Friends of the Bridegroom ; Now let one 
of chem inform you, That the Prince of 
Life, the Lord of Glory; the King of 
Heaven, makes unto you, even unto fin- 
ful worthleſs you, a Motion of a Marri- 
age with Himſelf. Odo not flight the 
Motion of ſuch a Tranſcendent Match | 
but, that I may (peak in the Apoſtles 
Lanzuage, Let me Eſponſe you to one Huu- 
band, that-1 may preſent you, as a Chaſt 
Virgin to Chriſt, We read in Rev. 19, 
6, 7. There is A Yoice as it were of a 
Great 11ultiinde, and the Voice of Mighty 
T bunders, 


TT * 
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| Thunders, ſaying, Hallelujah, let us be 
glad and rejoice: for the Marriage of the 
Lamb#s come, and his Wife has made her 
ſelf Ready ! Could If with a Yoice 
like that of 45ghty Thunders, I would 
now call upon a Great Mwtitude that 


they would wake themſelves ready for a 


Marriage with the Lamb of God. O- 
- don't refuſe a Match with the Lamb, leſt 


you incur the Wrath of the Lamb ; or 
indeed, leſt He become a Lion, and He 
Tear you to pieces, while there #s none to 


Deliver, Methinks, there ſhould not 


need many Arguments to perſwade you 


unto ſuch a Marriage as you now have 
the Tenders of. If there do, then Cor- 
fider the ; "nk 4% of this Marriage. The 


Apoſtle ſpeaking of a Woman, being. 


not married unto another Man in a time 
of Raging Perſecution, ſays, in 1 Cor. 
7. 40. She is happier if ſhe ſo abide. But 
for a Woman that is not Matried unto 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wo to her, if ſhe 


ſo abide ! ſheis horridly undone, and in- 
terminably and intolerably ruin'd, * #f foe 
fo abide! - If this be not enough, then 
Conſider the Utility of this Marriage. 
When a Woman is. Married unto a 
Neighbour, ſhe is made owner of _ 
E 
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he is, and of what he has 3 and a Beggar 
may be made an Empreſs when a migh- 
ty Prince has taken her. But let a W 
man be Married unto the Lord Je 
Chriſt, and what follows? Tis no leſs 
than that in 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23: All things 
are yours, andye are Chriſts, Oh | what 
unſearchable Riches, are you made pre- 
ſently partakers of. If this avail not, 
Conſider, then the Excellency of the Per- 
ſon, who Courts you to the Marriage. ' 
"Tis (aid of Him, in Cart. 5. 16, He is 
altogether lovely ;, INE Love (uch 
an one? He is, the Deſire of all Nations ; 
and will not you Defre/ Him ? Ze is, 
The Pearl of great Price; and will you ſet 
no Price upon Him ? He is, The Chriſt of 
God; and O why ſhould not you fay, 
Let Him be my Chriſt for ever? Andif 
none of all this will break your Hearts, 
let ir be Conſidered, that it is the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt Himſelf who has made the 
Firſt Offers of this Aſtoniſhing Match. 
We forlorn Creatures, by the Hedges 
and in the Ditches of Hell, never durſt 
have dreamt of fuch an Exaltation, if 
that Glorious Monarch himſelf had not 
made the Firſt offers of it z He was himg 
ſelf Made of « Woman, On purpole ay > 
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{o he might be Married unto the Children 


of Men ; and thie Souls of Women 25 well 
as-of Men are capable of this 4i/rical 
Marriage, This Illuſtrious Lord, who 
is infinitely Higher than the Kings of the 
Earth, does now himſelf do fo ſtrange a 
thing, as to Beſeech you, That you would 
accept of him as the Husband of your Souls ; 
and that you would be willing to have 
an intereſt in that priviledge, Thy Maker 
is thy Husband, and thy Redeemer; The 
Lord cf Hoſts is his Name ;, and thy Re- 
deemer. O Heart of Adamant, which 
theſe Conſiderations do not Overcome 
and Mollify ! 

Bat it is poſſible the Women to 
whom I write, miy find their Hearts 
complying with the- Propoſals of the 
Bleſſed Saviour, wiren they ſee thoſe 
Propoſals more diſtintly laid before 
them. It: is therefore Deſired, Firſt, 
Thar YN would Renounee all other Lo- 
vers be{ides the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It 


' is the Demand of our Lord Jeſus, in 
Hof. 3- 3. Thou ſhalt not play the Harlot, 
" and thou ſhalt not be. for another man; [0 


w1ll I alſo be for thee: You 111ve indeed 
given your Fir# Loves, unto the Idols 


of your. Souls 3 but O where are your 
| Wonderments 
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Wonderments that the Son of God ſhould 
not be averſe after all, to make you, 
His | Although the Prieſt of old, might 
not Marry a Widow z yet our Magnift- 
cent High Prie#t, Jeſus, is willing to 
Marry a Soul that has been feariully 
Vitiated and Proſtituted z Thou haſt 
play'd the Harlot with many Lovers, yet 
return again unto me ſaith the Lord. DBut 
that which the Lord now expects of 
you is, to forſake and and ſhake off, all 
the old Ofpreſſours of your Souls for ever. 
Unto the Fleſh now (ay, I will not have 
thy Luſts to be my Laws any more! Unto 
the Horld now (ay, I will not ſeek my chief 
good among thy Vexations Vanities any 
more | And nnto. the Devil ſay, 1 will ao 
more be among thy Slaves, whom thou lend- 
eſt Captive at thy will ! Reſolve, that if 
ever theſe Other Lords do after this ob- 
tain any thing from you, it ſhall be by 
the Violence of a Rape, wiich you will 
never ceaſe crying to Heaven for help 
againſt. And it 1s Then, deſired that 
you would receive the Lord Jeſus Chritlt, 
With and For all His Mercies. ecern'e 
him with the With of your Souls, to 
be by him Farniſhed and Provided with 
all manner of good, and by him to ay 
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forth Fruit unto him. Receive him free- 


ly, fully, firmly, hopiag to live oz him, 
to him, and with him World without 
End. Fall down like Mary in the Gar- 
den crying out, Rabboni; O my Lord |! 
my Lord | With a Tranſported AﬀecRti- 
on ſay unto him, LZord, be thou mine, 
make me thine, and let my Feſus be for ever 
the Beloved of my Soul! and upon your 


. own Souls lay that charge continually, 


Hearken, O Daughter ; He is thy Lord, 
and Worſhip thou him | But receive him 
2lo very. Thankfully ; for if when the 
Servants of David came to Abigail, ſay- 
ing, David ſent us unto thee, to take thee 
ro him, to Wife, "tis reported in 1 Sam. 
25. 41. She bowed ber ſelf on her face to 
the Earth, and ſaid, Behold, let thine 
Handmaid, be a Servant, to Waſh the Feet 
of the Servanis of my Lord. Much more, 
when our Heaveniy David, fends to 
Marry your Souls unto himſelf, it be- 
comes you, moſt humbly to caſt your 
ſelves at His Feet, and adore his good- 
neſs with never ending Halellrjahs. Tt 
was uttered with ſome Extafie, by that 
Woman of Old, Whence is this to me, 
that the Mother of my Lord ſhould come to 
»e! But ſurely then, you have cauſe i 
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ſay with as Rapturous Elevations and 
Acclamations of your Souls. O whence 
is this to me, that 'my Lord himſelf, ſhould 
not only come, but alſo give himſelf, to ſuch 
a Wretch as 1 am! In the mean time, 
let not your want of a Dowry diſcourage 
you from receiving of that Rich Lord, 
who has infinitely more than The Earth 
and the Fulneſs thereof. Many a Poor 
Soul is Afraid of receiving the Lord ' 
Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe they have nothing 
to bring unto him; they ſee themlclyes 
vile. He loth, iothſome, and think they, 
Will the Glorious feſus Look, up:n ſuch an 
| One! Yes, that he willz nor will he 
look upon any but ſuch as count and feel 
themſelves to be ach: and can venture 
to throw themſelves into his Arms. 
notwithſtanding their being /o. You 
muſt come.to the Lord Jeſus, with ſuch 
Acknowledgements as theſe; Lord, if 
thou Marry me to thy ſelf, I have horrib/e 
| Doubts upon me, which thou muſt anſwer 
| for. 1 have nothing but Grailtineſs \, 
| FWretchedneſs, Ignorance and Slavery, ts 
| recommend me to thy favours, that, and 
| ſomelittle ſeriſe of that, is all that T have to 
bring unto thy Majeſty. With all that, 1 


now caſt my ſelf unpow thee, and according 
fo 


92 i aa Jrnam ts for the 
to thy Glorious Grace, I muſt now be thine 


for ever. 


I Pray, that this 'matter may be 


brought unto a happy Iſſue before we 


part. Reacer, As an Embaſſador, for 
Chri't, I do in the ſtead of Chri't beſeech 


you, That you would be Married unto 


that Lord Redeemer. Will you give 
your Conſent unto the motion ? 'Give 


* but chat and the Match is made ; and fo, 


Bleſſed you, that eyer you were Born ? 
Let your Hearts within you, now an- 
ſwer, / wil, and you will make this, 
The Day of your E/pouſals, and the Day of 
the Gladneſs of your Hearts, Hear the 
{weet Voice of -the Lord Jeſus, from 
the Lofty Battlements of Heaven, this 
Day calling upon you. His Voice is, Art 
thou willing, that my Righteouſneſs, and 
Satisfattion, and Interce(ſſion, be that alone 
which may purchaſe for thee all thy Bleſſed- 
neſs > Reply, Lord, I am willing. His 
Voice is, Art thou willing that my Teach- 
ing and my Eye-ſal ve, ſhould lead thee 1n 
the way of peace? Reply, Lord, 1 am wit 
ling, His Voice is, Art thou willing, 
that 1 ſhould ſet up my Kingdom in thee, 
and ſtrengthen thee againſt all the Enemies 
thereof ? Reply, Lord, I am willing. 
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Behold. the Knoriis now ty'd; and it 
won't be long before the Conſummation 
of it, and your Cohabitation with the 
Lord. The Lord Jeſus will ſhortly 
fetch you away to the Manſions in his 
Fathers Houſe ; and” ſo you thall Be for 
ever with the Lord, | What ſhall I ſay 
more? Let me plead with you like a 
Servant of my Lord : 1f you will deal 
kindly andtruly with my aſter, tell me 
Will you goto the Son of God for Life, 
or-no ? What is your Anſwer ?-Oh / 
let it be like that which Rebeckab made, 
in Ger. 24. 42, I will go. 1 have only 
this ro tell you, That you't] ſpend Eter- 
nal Ages in Praiſing of God for ſending 
this little Book into your hands. it 
this may be the Reſult and Effet of 
your peruſing it- But Oh! the incredi- 
ble Torments of that Wrath; which is 
relerved for, The Children of Unperſwade- 
ableneſs. | 

I Therefore now bow my Knees unto thee, 
O Father of Spirits, That a Day of thy 
Power may Tome unto the Reader of theſe 
Lines, .and that ſhe may be made willing 11 
this Day of thy Power, to give her Self 
and her Love unto the Eternal Son of thy 
Lowe; AMEN. Ard let her that 
- Reads 
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© Reads alſo ſay, AMEN and- AMEN. 
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nd- yet there is this one thing more, 
which Women are to be adviſed unto 
Namely, To maintain, The Fear of God, 
in every condition of Life, into and 
thorow which the, will of God may carry 
them. There are particularly, Foxr 
States, in one of which all Women are, 
and to moſt of which, perhaps moſt 
Women come. Let there be ſet be® 
tore you, the portraiture of, A Virtaos 
Woman, 10 each of thoſe Four States 3 
and let it be your ſtudy to anſwer that 
portraiture by the Fear of God, in all, 
While I manage this Diſcourſe, I ſhall 
take the liberty to touch now and then 
upon the ſignification of fuch N A MES 
aSare moſt uſnal with the Female Sex ; 
partly, becauſe it is a Curioſity which 
you would willingly be entertained 
with ; but cheifly, becauſe I may make 
ſome Leflons the more eafily remem- 
bred, yea, and the more thoroughly at- 
tended by that Curioſity. Ar leaſt I 
hope, I ſhall not meet with ſuch an 

bard Fate, as that German _ 
| who 
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who telling his Auditory, that Ur/als 
ſignified, 4 litttle Bear, a Woman of 
that Name cauſed ſach an Up-roar a- 
mong the Women againſt him, as drove 
him out of the Town. 


"The Virtuous MA 1D. 


»44]1$S the wiſh of the Pſalmiſt, in 

Pſal, 144 12, That our Danghters 
way be as Corner Stones, Poliſhed after the 
Similitude of a Palace. The Name of 
Pernel, Cor Petrozella) which ſignifies, 
 Apritty little Stone, has been ſometimes. 
put upon a Daughr® And now behold, - 
A Virtuow Daughter 1s here ſtyled, A 
Poliſhed Corner Stone by the Spirit of 
God ; She is indeed a Margare:, that is 
to ſay, 4 precious one, It ſeeems *tis a 
thing that more than a little ſets off the 
happineſs of a People, when the Young 
Women among them have Accompliſh- 
ments which render them, like the 
Tall, Fine, Coſtly Pillars, that are uſu- 
ally at the Gates of Palaces, The moſt 
Chriſtian Few in his Tranſlation of that 
place, makes the' wiſh to run, That our 
Daughters may be—the Bnilding of the 


- 


Temple, And indeed it is no ſmall hap- 


pineſls 


pineſs unto a People, when- the Yowig 
Women among them, do Build the Femyle | 
of God, and become Srones. fit for a [Þ 
Room 1n that Building: It has doubt- |; 
leſs been a moſt Encouraging thing un-|T 
to ſome one Gathered Church of the [| 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to ſee about Thirty |h; 
or Forty Gracious Young Women, in two [yy 
' or three years time - ( as pormage the 

have been ſeen) Addreſſing them for |; 
their Sacred Communion at-the Table | z 
of the Lord. Now. 'tis by, The Fear |m 
of God, that a Maid may become one [|w 
of theſe Happy Daughters. A. Kzrtnons IT) 
Maid, will not Count her ſelf too | 
Youg to be concerned about, The Fear [js 
of God, but ſhe Obeys that Call, Re- 14, 
member thy Creator in the Days of thy, [jn; 
Youth ; She believes that word, Behold, bu 
Now # the accepted Time, Behold, now u | 
the Day of Salvation ! And let us now |; 
ſee what her Carriage 1s. \ 

I. Such is her Devotion, that c þg 
ſhe prudently avoids the Reading ' o' the 

Romances, which do no leſs Naturally [N; 
than Generally inſpire the minds of | . 
Young People with Humonrs, that are Ii 
as Vicious as they are Fooliſh 5 on the 0- 
ther (ide, the Pio»ſly Reads the Bible 

| | every 
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choſe -Humble and Holy,” and {eriou; 
Prayers: Which: do-\ obtain» for her, al 
manger of Grace to help in a Time of Need 
The Name of Agatha,. of A good one, 1s 
that which for this cauſe pertains unto 
her 3 and ſhe is an Ara, or an Hannah, 
which is to ſay, 4 gractons one. * 

JE Such is her Purity, that while che 
will not ſuffer the leaſt Behawiow or 
Eaxpreſſon to proceed from her, which 
may. Savour of obſcenity ; ' ſoneither 
will the Permit, much leſs lrevte, - the 
Dalliances of any Wanton Creathres 
which may deſign any thing beſides what 
is Honourable On her ; nor will ihe En* 
dure to hear any talk that ſhall not ſound 
innocently, without beſtowing the 're- 
buke of, at leaſt that which for her ſake 
we ſtile, 4 Maider- Bluſhupowit.: She 


is an 4gnes , thatiis, 4 Chaſt ore. The 
Name of \Catharize, that is, - A Puritan, 
agrees: well unto'her ; - and ſhe had'ra- 
her have ir, though with-a Cornful 

Nickname, thango without its + #7 
HI. : Such is her 4odefty, that the 
haoſes to be Seer rather than Hear 
herever: the-comes'; 'And inſtead of 
hat ''Confidence'in Repartees and: Raitteries 
F which - 


which for Good-breeding with a 
Debauched Generation, or inſtead of 
being like thoſe who ( as one ſays) 
More Bridle in their Chins, than their 
Tongues, (he counts Tace, which in Eng- 
liſh is, Hold your Peace, a Name ſome- 
times worn by ſome of her Sex, to be 
a Rule always to be heeded by her (elf. 
Burt if ſhe be conſtrained at all to ſpeak, 
ſhe ſtill is an Ewlalia, or, 4 Well-ſpoken 
Ore; and though ſhe will not be, As 
an Hind let looſe, yet ſhe will ever,-Grve 
Goodly Words. 

IV. Such is her 1nd#fry, that (he be-_ 
times applies her ſelf to learn all the Af 
fairs of Houſewifry, and belides a good 
Skill at her Needle, as well as in the 
Kitchen, (he acquaints her felf with 
Arichmetick and Accompt anſhip, [perhaps 
alſo Chirzrgery] and ſuch other Arts re- 
lating to. Buſineſs, as may enable her to 
do the Mar whom ſhe may hereafter 
have, Good and not Evil all the days of her 
Life. If (he have any Time after this to 
learn Muſick, and Language, the will not 
lboſe-her Time, and yet ſhe will not 
be proud of her Sil; though the 
Name of Ley, that is, Learning, (which 
the Saxons had in uſe among _—_— 
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their. Women) 


ſhould juſtly bel ong 
unto her. She would with all good Ac- - 
conipliſhments be'a Ruth 3 which i $to 
ſay, A Filled one. 

. V, Suck is her Diſcretion, that while 
*ris too -abſurdly counted a Great Cur/e 
to be an Old Maid, ſhe makes her 
Single State a Bleſſed one, by improving 
her Lieſure from the, Encumbrances of 2 
Family, in Cairing for the Things of the 
Lord, that ſhe may be Holy both in Bcdy 
and in Spirit : And when ſhe ſees what 
Liberty ſhe thereby has, To ſerve the 
Lord without Diſtraftion, ſhe calls her 
ſelf 2 Beatrice, that is, 4 Bleſſed Woman. 
She does not Vow a perpetual Virginity, 
leſt her Yow ſhould happen to e : 
her 3 while there ate Devils as well as 
Angels, which do not Harry, nor. are gi- * 
ven in Marriage, But yet inſtead of 
uſing any Haſty Method: to get into the 
Married Row, and inſtead « taking a 
Bad Husband tieerlFto avoid the little 
Reproach*of having None, ſhe do's by 
her Gravity and Holineſs, convince-all 
the World, that her prefent circumſtan- 
ces are of Choice rather than Force ; and 
the longer ſhe is in them, the more ſhe 
do's Conſecrate her {elf unto the Lord 
F 2” + 294 VI..SMth 
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VI. Such' is her Obedience, that as 
'rwas-none of her manner to a 
Match for her ſelf, by putting her ſelf 


intoa Flanting Dreſs, knowing that ſuch 
2 Dreſs would make 2W3emen afraid 
of her, and it were better to have no 
Husband, than to have ſuch a Buzzard as 
could be caught by any Caſſarara's . [ or 
Women that ſer, Men on fire] in the 
Snares of an extravagant Gaity aud Bra. 
very; {o when a Match do's offer him- 
himſelf unto her, pc wilely leaves it 
unto the Reaſonable Judgment of her. 
Parents or Guardians, whether he be 
indeed a March. for her, or no ; nor 
will ſhe diſpoſe of her {elf without their 


"Conſent, Condug.and Bleſſing in ir. 


Indeed ſhe reckons'this is a proper Teſt, 
by which. a Real and a Worthy © Lover 
may. be .try'd ;. Let my Superiors, that 
have the Diſpoſal of,me. know your Mind ! 
ſo doth the make her ſelfan Abigail, or 


her Fathers Joy : and not a Dinah, thit 
iS, 2 Judgment unto him. mg” 

This.33 a Virtuous M AID! And 
thoſe Yirgins which are ſo Sacred among 
the Ancient, Romans; as to.be made 
the Sentuarics of the greateſt Reye- 
rence, - did not more delerye all ___ 

an 


Ior 


and Honour; than. the Yirgins which . 


thus: manifeſt, - The Fear of God. |, But 
we hope-it will not. be long; before.ſhe 
becomes a .W-LF.E ; which wiltrenges 


her a-AMary, that: is, .an Exalteg.one 5 


and let us now ſee, what” a 'Yirtuons 
one. 


;The Virtuous WIFE. +, 


VV HEN Mr. Wiliam Whytzly, 
was going to Publiſh a Book 
which infiſted much on the Ducies of a 
Wife, he Dedicated the Book. to his 
Father-in-law ; and in the. , afs 


ter Solemn Thanks unto him for-his bes, 
ſtowing on him, 4 moſt Excekent and 


Virtuous Wife, he adds; 1 have been. the 
better able to ſhow, what a Good Wife ſhould 
be, by finding tbe full Duty of a Wife cons 
tinually performed wnto- me, '1n my own 
Houſe , moſt eaſly:therefore might. 1 ſet out 
a Pifture of that: ( (ays 
converſant before my Eyes. I cannot- 1a 

that I am any farther; but I have cauſe 
to render unto Heaven my daily-/and- 


Hearty Thanks, that I am rhav#fars, ad- 


vantaged. for wy deicribing - of A Vir- 
rao. Wife; and if 1 thus Publiſhchis 
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) which « hourly. 


Mercy. 
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2763 *Oramenir forthe 
Mercy of God unto my ſelf, the un- 


wortihieſt of Men, letme not-be Cen- 
ſured” as if on Seer, were @ Folly ; 
not onlybecauſe thoſe Eminent Perſons 


Budeit 20d Paramus have before me, in . 


Print Celebrated : each of them the 
worth of his Virtuous Wife, but alſo be- 
cauſe the Wiſe Man reckons it among 
the priviledges 'of a Yirtwows Wife, in 
Prov. 31. 28. Her Huiband alſo, he Prai- 
ſeth hers 0 » oO | 

It' was 2 great abuſe which the Anci- 
ents who doted npon Virginity, put upon 
choſe words of the Apoſtle, in Rom. 
8.8, e-that' are in the Fleſh cannot 


pleaſe God y when thev ſuppoſed all. Mar- 


ried Perſons. to be 'thoſe intended. A: 


Virt uous Wife is one that pleaſerh God, as 
much as if the were cloiſtered up inthe 
ſtrigeſt and-cloſeſt Nurery ; and there- 
with, yea, therein ſhe pleafeth a Y5r+u- 
ous Husband:alſo.y ſhe ſtudies to render 
her ſelf a true-Mabei, or Amiable perſon, 
in his Eyes 3 and a Right *Evodias, or, 


One of a Good Savour tohim. You ſhall - 
' now hear her Qualities. 


I. As for her Love to. her Husband, 
I may fay, '7s ever ſtrong as Death, 1A 


uy. 


— 1 


a on wr og mr {\"T = oa 


Daughters of Zion. 103 
ly waters cannot quench it. neither can the” 
Floods drown.it. She can like Sarah» 
Rebeckah, Rachel, freely leave all the 
Friends inthe World for his' Co z 
and ſhe looks upon that charge of God 
unto his Miniſters, Teach the Young Wo- 
men to Love their Husbands, as no leſs 
ofitable, than highly reaſonable. 
hen ſhe reads that Prince Edward in 
his Wars againſt the Turks, being ſtab- 
bed with a poifoned Knife, his Princefs 
did ſuck the poiſon out of his Wounds 
with her own Royel 44ozth ; the finds 
in her own Heart a principle diſpofing 
her to ſhow her own Husband as great a 
Love. When ſhe reads of a Woman 
called Herpine, who having her Husband 
Appoplex'd in all his Limbs, ' bore him 
on her back a Thouſand and three Hun- 
dred Engliſh Miles to a Bath, for his 
Recovery; ſhe finds her ſelf not alto- 


gether-unwilling to have done the like. - 


When ſhe reads of thoſe famons Wo- 
men, who after a hot Siege in'the Caſtle 
of Winsberg, having obtained this liberty 
from therir-enraged Enemies, That they 
might themſelves go- out, and-* alſo takg any 
one thing they could carry with them 5 yvery-- 
bravely took up each one her..Husband, 
F.4 and 
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him, with ſuch a Compellation,- as; 
- | LOVE 


+ Opmmnentsforte 
and fo. delivered them: She- applauds 
the Example and - would: follow it. 

d 'when-ſhe reads of that Generous 
'oung. Woman, Clara Cervents, who 


having for her Husband one YValdarra, 


that prov'd fall of moſt loathſome D#/- 


. eaſes, - yet the tended him with all the 


care and coſt itnaginable, and fold her 
Jewels -to. maintain him 3 and at his 
Death, after ten long years of Languiſh- 
ment, ſhe reply'd unto-her Friends who 
would rather have Congratulated her 
Deliverance,” That- ſhe would freely loſe 
the beſt of her Enjoyments to purchaſe her 
Dear Valdaura #g4in! She reſolves the 
Imitation of {ſuch a Carriage, while the 
beſtows an 4dmiration on it. - Her Af- 
fe&ions were not at firſt founded on the 
Eftate or Beauty of her Husband 3 and 
therefore Theſe happen to be conſumed, 
Thoſe do out-live._ their Funeral, Tis 
her - Pieey towards the Commandment 
and\ Ordinance of God, - that Inſpires 
her Aﬀections z and fo- they do nor 
grow. cold like a Smiths red hot - Bar of 
tron, when taken out from the Fire of 2 
miſplaced Luft. When the addreſſes 


LOVE, her Heare.goes with her Lips, 
id the wears what the ſpeaks. 


11. ; Bug, her, Zove to;herHusband, 
will alſo admit, yea, | and Produce the 
Fear of, - A Cautious Diligence never to- 
Diſpleaſe him, Twas this. which the 
Apoſt e Peter meant when he recom-- 
mends-unto the Women, 4 Chaſt Con-- 
verſation . Caupled. with Fear ;' and Paw, 
when he requires, of the | Woman,  7o- 
Rewerence ber  Husband. Wh he ſhe 
looks upon him. as Her-Gwide, by the 
conſtitution of God, {he will not Scru- 
ple -with Sarah to call bim Her-Lord'; 
and- though, ſhe.do's not Fearhis 5lowes, 
yet ſhe do's Fear lis Frowns, being jlath 
in any .way-to grieve-him;” or-caule','an 
Heada-ake in the: Family by- offending 
him. She would have that famous «De-- 
cree of the Perſians mentioned in the Sa+ 
cred Bible, That . all the Wives :give to 
their Husbaxds\ Honour, bath.to great and * 
ſmall 3.,.t0 be a$: a Law of the Perſians; 
alrogether Unaiterable, . In every Lam- 
ful. thing the ſubmits her W:11-and- Senſe 
to his, where the cannot with calm Res- 
ſons + convince him of Jnexpediencies 3 
and-inftead of grudging or captious con- - 
tradition, {he acts as if there were bur - 

F 5 * One 


One Mind'in two Bodies. Tf her Abra- 
ham give order, Maheready quickly three 
Mo of Meal or the like, 'tis as 
quickly done If her 7acob fay to her, 
I muſt have you go with' me, (he moſt rea- 
dily. yields anto him. - If his Unreaſor- 
able Humours- happen to be ſuch, that 
ſhemuſt give ſome diverſion to them, 
ſhe remembers that Rule, 1» her Tongue 
is the Law of Kindneſs; "tis by the kind: 
nels, the ſweetneſs, the goodneſs of her 
that ſhe gives Lew unto him. 
If the ſpeaks of him, *tis not in fuch 
Terms as the Harlot uſes in Proverbs, The 
Map; but it-is with all' manner of re- 
ſpec : She will not Blaze any Tnfirmity 
of his. nor-will ſhe Blaſ# his Reputari- 
on 5 being indeed ſenfible that what- 
ever Ignominy ſhe caſt upon him, it in- 
fallibly-Rebounds and Redounds upon her 
ſelf -- Here ſhe is a-true-M%ea, that is, 
A Woman of* Counſel: If ſhe fpeak to 
him, 'tis not. with Talkative and Un- 
handſome Jzrerruptions, nor with any 0- 
ther - miſ-becoming I»ſolencies 3 though 
he be-never ſo much a Churl, yetſhe e- 
ver treats him-with the Language of an: 
Abigail, Though ſhe be a-Sarah, that 

is, a 44friſs 3 yet ſhe owns that ww 
as 
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has a Maſter : And like a Sareb of old, . 
ſhe will not ſo muchas cake in, or « 


out a Servant withour ting 3. 
nor will ſhe geceiveany Guefs E Gds 


into her Houſe,unleſs like the Shwnamire, 
ſhe may have her Hbsbands Approba- 
tion ;. and ſhe will have at leaſt ſome- 
Implicit or General -Conlent of His, be- 


fore ſhewill exetciſe any Secrer Bownties-* 


with his Pofleſſions. His Anger will 
not' cauſe her to ſwallow a  Keproof 
with diſcontent, and his Fondneſs will 
not make her to forget the - Honour that ' 
ſhe owes unto him. Indeed there is-a : 
Store of Michols in the World 3 Michol,- 
is as much asto ſay, Who s all $0 the - 
Houſe) bat She 7+ But: let us. leave ic 

unto ſach Michols alone, To deſpiſe their 

"4g in their. Hearts; God will puniſh *. 
tnem. 

ITT. But her Fear of Diſpleaſing her 
Husband, moſt remarkably. appears in- 
the Peace that (he preferves with” him ; 
and her Antipathy to all: Comention, un-" 
lefs itbe thatof Provoking one another ro 
Love. and Good works, A Suſan ſhe is, 
that is; 4 Lilly; ,but never A Briar to” 
him : $Nor will ſhe give him caute ro.» 
call her- Barbara. © She wilt have no 


{uch- 


ach Pa aſſion oy IS "—_ 1 Jucbagd as 
e her worthy to. be called, 4 
wy but if he be hirſelf in a Paſſion 
ves 


ah \ with "the Soft Anſwers of 
C 


eſs to mollifie it firſt, and fo to 
ome it : She is a true Rachel, that 
is to fay, - 4 Sheep under the greateſt 
- Exal} perations. A. Reverend Perſon 


ick, yet live moſt lovingly and 
peaceably together, det of them 
Whenee it was > And the man made him 
this Anſwer, Sir, When my Wife #« in 4 
Paſſion I yield unto her 5 and when 1 am 
in a Paſſion ſhe yields unto mes ſo that we 

never , are Wi our paſſionate fits together ! 
The Good Woman' will make it her 
endeavour to attehd the laſt part of this 
Contrivance; and will give {mall or no 
- occafion for the firſt. The Marriners 
CJUnts it, Bodes well to ſee Two Fire-Balls 
appearing .in a Ship together ; bur onr 
ood Woman counts Two Fire-Balils in. 
an. Houſe together, to Bode il as the 
worſt of Omens; nor will (he be 'a 
party to maintain a Civil! War within 
the Walls of her Dwelling. She thinks 
eat if there be nothing but. Fire / Fire ! 
iD the Houſe, *tis a ſign that God, who 
'S 


ſeeing orice a Couple that were very 
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is The God of . Peace, is not gracio 
preen there ; - as the Jewiſh Rab 
ave noted upon the Hebrew Names-of 
Iþ, an Husband, and 1heb a Wite ; 
out of which if you take the two Letters 
which make the Name of Jah, there 
will remain only Eſp, Eſb, that is, 
Fire Fire! The old Heathen took. 
Gall from the Nuptial Sacrifices and. 
threw. it behind the Altar, to intimate. 
that a!l Bitterneſs is-to be thrown away 
by all Married People ; A/ercury, or 
good Language, is to ſtand by Yerus. 
And. this Woman accordingly, puts a- 
way Al Bitterneſs, Anger, Clamour, and 
Evil ſpeaking She is a Right Rebeckah, 
which carries The bilunting or hindring of 
Contention.. in the ſ1gnification of - it 5 
and a right Shelomith, which is to ſay, 
A Peaceable one, | 
IV. But ſhe is for Plenty as well as 
Peace in her Houſhold 3. and by her. W% 
Thriftineſs makes, an Efte&ual and Sus 
ficient Reply unto her Husband. when 
he does ask her, as he muſt; Whether Be 
ſhall Thrive or no? She is a Deborah, 
that.is, 4 Bee for her Diligence and In- 
duſtry. in her Hive. As on the one fide 
ſhe will haye none in her Houſe to Wt 
0 
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© on the other (ide, ſhe will have alf” 
of them to Work ;- or as the Holy Spiric 
of God expreſſes it; She: looks well tro the - 
ways of. ber Houſhold, and. Eats not the 
Bread'of Idleneſs. Her Husbands' Gains- 
are ſo managed by her Houſewifry and 
Providence; that he finds it his advan- 
tage tolet her keep the Xeys of all;. 
and' ſhe will ſo regulate -all the Do- 
meſtick Expences, that he- ſhall” not- 
complain of Ar thing Embezzled. Her 
very Fore-caft is as uſeful as muctr of her: 
Husbands Buſineſs ; and the - Pennies: 
that ſhe ſaves do add uato the heaps of- 
the Pounds that are got by him. He 
has a. rich Portion with her, meerly in 
her Prudence that is it which renders 
her a Feruſlia, or an Inheritanceunto him. 
She is particularly carefu), that ſhe do 
not bear (ſuch a Sail. of Galanrry, either 
in her Table or Apparel, or her Furnitare 
as may fink her Husband 3 nor. will ſhe- 
be one of thoſe Women, who: (as one 
fays) are now /xch ikilful Chymiſts,- that 
they quickly turn their Hvbands Earth. 
into Gold ; -only they pur ſue 1he Experiment - 
t00 far, making that Gold roo walatile; and: 


| tet it fall V aponr away in Inſignificant, 


o 


though 'Gandy: Trifles, That Woman 


deſerves. . 
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deſerves the Name of Dalilab, that is, 


Poverty ; [anlels you will enter uponſo 
hard-a Name as Fezabe!, that is, A wo 
to the Houſe ; ] whoſe Diſcretion ſhall 
not be better than a Dowry to. her 
Owner.. . . | 
VI. And this Thriftineſs is accompa- 
ny'd with ſuch a Fidelity to her Huſ- 
band, as that (ſhe will not give a. Lodg- 
ing to- the Jeaſt ftragling or wandrin 
Thought of Diſſoyalty in his Bed; Ie 
by her. parling with wicked 7 houghts, 
the Devil ſhould inſenfibly decoy her 
to the Deeds which God will Fudge. She 
is a Dove, that will ſooner die than 
leave her Mate; and her Husband'is to 
her, The covering of ler Eyes, at ſuch a 
rate, that-ſhe ſees a Defweableneſs it him; 
which ſhe will not allow her ſelf co be- 
hold or ſappoſe in any otherz neither 
will ſhe look upon Another, any more 
than the Wife of.Tygranes, who after 
the Wedding of Cyrzs, whom every 
one. did commend'as the rareſt Perſon 


in the Company ; .being by her Huband 


ask'd What ſhe thought of him ? Anſwered 
roundly, tn truth ] looked atno Body there, 
but you, my Husband. A Wanton had 
as good Ext Fire, as go to Enkindle any 


Falſe. 


" 
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Falſe Fire, or Fools Fire in her Holy 
Breaſt ; ſhe accounts Adultery to be as 
the Law of Moſes adjudged it,. 4 Capr- 
tal Crime; and if the Egyptians of old 
cut.off the Nofe of the Adwlrere/s, or, 
if the Athenians tore her in pieces with 
wild Horſes, rather had the ,ne; 
the Pain of ſuch things than commit the 
Crime. She is a Gertwde, or All true, in 
the - Marriage Covenant. Yea, the 
will even A#ſtain from all appearatice of 
Evil; and as 'tis abominable unto her 
to entertain the leaſt groundleſs and 
cauſleſs Fealouſfie of her Hasband, or to 
Jorrurs and .Expoſe her own Soul by 
the uneafhe Frenzy of uacharitable ſur- 
 mizes concetnitg. him ſo ſhe will nor 
give. him the leaſt opportunicy to think 
hardly of her. She will- not therefore 
be too much from Home, upon concerns, 
| that perhaps to him are TVnaecountable : 

Bar if the Angels do Enquire , where 
ſhe is, her |Husband may reply as once 
Abraham did, My. Wife # in the Tent, 
Although her Husband be not fuch an 
Egyptian as to deny her Shoes ; yet ber 
uſage of them 1s, as if like a Scythian, 
ſhe had the Ax/e-rree of the Chariot 
which carried her home after her Wed- 


ding, 
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ding, burned at the Door ; and ſhe is 
willing to' be painted as the Wives of 
th Ancients were; with a Szail under 
her Feet. She affects to be an E/ther, 
that is, Ar Hidden One. But if a - 
fooliſh and froward Husband will 
wrong her with unjuſt ſuſpicions of her 
Hon fty', (he will theace make a 
Devout Reflexion npon her Diſloyalty 
to God ;' but at the ſame time very pa- 
tiently vindicates her /mocency to-man? 
And the more patiently, becauſe the 
Water of Fealouſie procures greater Bleſ- 
lings to thoſe that have it Unrighte- 
ouſly and Abufively Impoſed upon 
them. | 

VI. But her Fidelity is no where 
more ſignalized , than in her Sollicicude 
for the Eternal Salvation of her Hus- 
band. O how unwilling ſhe is that the 
Precious and Immortal Soul of her poor 
Husband, ſhould go from her Arms, 
to make his Bed among the Dragons of the 
Wilderneſs for ever ! The Apoſtles Ex- 
clamation, What knowe/t thou O Wife, 
but thou mayeſt ſave thy Husband ? Is her 
Apprecation, O that I may | Chriſoſtoms 
note upon it is, That the Wife i toremind 


ber Husband of ' what was delivered in the 
Church, 
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Church, Truly, though a Woman 
may not Speak in the Church, yet ſhe 
may humbly Repeat unto her Husband 
at Home what the Miniſter: Spoke in. the 
Church, that may be Pertinent to his 
condition. Thus every Pas! may have 
Women that labour with him in the Go'pel. 
Vaſt -Opportunities are thoſe that. a 
Woman has to bring over her Husband 
unto real and ſerious Godlineſs And 
a Good Woman will U/e thoſe Oppor- 
tunities- An Efther, a Witty Eſther, 
what can't ſhe do with the moſt haugh- 
ty Husband in the World ? Wat may 
not a Godly Domitia, or a Godly 
Monica do, for the Souls of their Uncon- 
verted: Husbands ? If her Hnsband be a 


Carnal, Prayerleſs, Graceleſs man x 


ſhe will not leave off her Ingenious 
Perfy afions, till it may be faiq of him, 
Behold he | rays ! Tf her Husband be un- 
der the Power of any Temptation, ſhe 
will do what ſhe can toprevent his De- 
ftruQion, as that famous Woman did 
for-the City of 4be!, She would merit 


the Name of an Ewnice, that is, A good: 


Conguerer, by Conguering of her Husband 
unto the liking of all chatis Good,, In- 
ſtead of ſaying to him, Cnrſe God? She 

purlues 
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pitrſues him wich Loving, Winning, 
Unwearied Sollicitations to- Fear God, 
and Serve God, and Never be weary of 
well doing. Inſtead 'of being a Dalilah, 
that (hall entangle him in the*Cords of 
Death, ſhe do's all ſhe can to be a Priſ- 
cilla, that (hall more fully agnaint him 
with the Things Pertaning to the Kingdom 
of God, k 
This is aVirtcous WIFE! And 
fuch an one'the' will be, although her 
Husband ſhould be' very diſobliging to 
her 3 She confiders, '7is to the Lora® 
E confeſs the difficulties that ſome Ur- 
happy Wives do meet withal, are fuch that 
ifthey be not very YVirtzous Wives they 
cannot poſſibly conform to theſe Nu- 
retions; but this I would ſay, their 
being Yirtzovs is the moſt likely way to 
provide againſt their being Unhappy. 
But if the Caſe of any ſack} Wite ſhould: 
be { remarkably hard, that her Huſ- 
band © proceeds to abuſe her with a 
Cudgel [an Hard Caſe indeed } that a 
Brides Buſh ever ſhould have any Caage!s 
growing in it / ] [ know not what fur- 
ther Advice to give her: Only THIS; 
Let the Candidnels of her Behaviour be 
her Charn againſt the Aſſaults of Lu 4p 
evil ,. 
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Devil; and if that would further help 
to lay ſuch a Friend, I am content ſhe 
ſhould Read. unto him, . not only : the 
Laws of God and Man againſt that Bar- 
barity, or the Opinion of old Cato That 
for a man to beat his Wife, was as bad as 
Sacriledge; but alſo the Emphatical 
Words of the Bleſſed Ancients in the 
Church of God, Loudly Thundring a- 
gainſt this Inhamanity 3 and particularly 
thoſe of the Renowned Chry/o/om, 
which are to this Purpoſe 3 ( if you will 


allow me the Tranſlating of them) 


* It is the higheſt- /gmominy, not ob the 
* ?/ife, but of the Man, for a Man to 
* beat his: Wife. But if thou haſtan 
** Husband that will do ſo, bear it pati- 
* ently ; and know thou thale have Re- 
* wards hereaſter for it, as well as 
* Praiſes here. As for You, Man, Let 
* me admonith you, that there is no 
* Faule ſo: grear, as:may compel you to 
© to beat your Wives. Your Wives did 
* I ſay? "Tisa Dithononr for a Mas to 
* beſtow blows upon his Maid; and 
© much more. upon his Wife— = We 
* might learn this from the Law-givers 
* among the Gentiles, who, take away 
*a Wife from ithe Mar that has beaten 

* ber 
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« her, for indeed he is a Man unworthy 
« of a Wife. - Such a an, if he may be-. 
* call'd a Mar, and not rather a Beaſt, 
*'is to-be counted a Murderer of his 
© Father or Mother, If a Man muſt 
© leave his Father and Mother for the 
* fake of his Wife, by the Ordinance of 
* God; what a mad wretch is he that 
* ſhall abuſe ' Her, for whom his very 
* Parents were to be forſaken ? Indeed 
©* there is not a ſimple Frenzy in this 
* thing; an Intolerable Diſgrace do's al- 
| © ſo accompany it. - At the Sighs and 
© Cries of the Abuſed Hife, all the 
* Neighbourhood run to the Baſe Fel- 
* lows Houſe, as for the--reſcue of a 
* Prey fallen intothe Talons of a Wild- 
* Beaſt that had broken in. And ſuch 
* a Raſcal were better be Buried alive, 
* than ſhow his Head among his Neigh- 
* bours any\'more. Sce Hom. 1, 26. in 
*©'1 Ep. ad Corinth, he! 

Bur wiſhing all Good Women, a de- 
liverance” from fuch Monfters of Huſ- 
bands, we will {oppoſe our Virruorus Wife 
now grown'a Mother ;. and ſee how ſhe 
2cquits her elf. 


— 
——  - 


» — — 
o_ © 
ee em nl ee - = =_ 


k 
—— _ — — 


| 
| 
| 
al 
a 
| 
| 


| 
[ 
| 


The 


| Grace, than Repenring and Believing ! 


ii Ornaments forthe 


— The Virtuwous MOTHER. 
T HE Apoſtle Wills, That the 


Younger Women Marry, and Bear © 


Children; and as 'tis too ſoon for them 
to Bear Children till they Marry, fo 'tis 
ordinarily expeRed, that they will Bear 
Children when they Marry. If a Virtu- 
ous Wife be deny'd the bleſfing of Chil- 
aren, her not Bearing is not 4 Trial that 
the cannot Bear. She humbly addreſles 
the God of Heaven, like Hanah, for 
that Gracious and Powerful #ordof his 
which makes Fruitful, as remembring, 
That Children are an Heritage of the Lord, 
and the Fruitful Womb is bu Reward ; 
Buc ſhe will not impatiently long like 
Rachel; Give me Children or 1 die, leſt 
ſhe die by her having of thoſe Childrer, 

Much leſs, - will ſhe have fo little Wir 
as to ſuſpet her own Erernal Hoppineſs 
becauſe of her Natural Barrenneſs, like 

thoſe miſtaken little Women who ha- 

ving thus argued from that Scripture, 

She ſhall be ſaved in Cbild bearing; Very 

fine indeed ! As if Child bearing were no 

leſs a condition in the Covenant of 


But 


Ems 
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But her Natural Barrenneſs is rather im- 
prov'd by her as an -occaſion - of her E- 
ternal Happineſs, by the Spiritual Fulneſs 
whereto the is thereby excited and aſ- 
liſted 5 it cauſes her to be more Fruje- 
fal-in all the good works of Piery and 
Charity z more Fruitful in her endea- 
vours otherwiſe to Serve her Generation 
after: the wi'l of God; more Fruitful in 
all cheſe things whereby, The Heavenly 
Father may be Glorified: And (he will 

confider with her ſelf, What Service of 
' God, and hu People, and my own Soul have 
1 now a Leiſure for ? 

Nevertheleſs if our Virtuous Woman 
become a Parent, we ſhall ſee what a 
-- mat Mother (he wall approve her 
-ſelf. | 
1. She. is no ſooner ſenſible that the 
has Conceivrd, but ſhe preſently and fo- 
lemaly, and perhaps with Faſting as 
well as Prayer, applies her ſelf to the 
God of Heaven, that he would with his 
own Holy 'Spirit Fill and Shape what is 
in her 3 and that what is to be Born of 
her, op be 4n Holy Thing. She ac- 
counts the Treaſure now lodged in her 
robeof more account than all the Riches 
of a Thouſand 1n4ia's, inaſmuch as *tis a 


Never- 
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Never dying Soul, by which 


mighty God may for ever be Glorify'd. 
And as therefore ſhe carefully avoids 
all that may prejudice the Formation of 
the Infant in her, ſo ſhe loves it afore- 
hand with a due Earlineſs and Earneſt- 
neſs that the Infant may be Santtified in 
the Womb, She 1s not inordinately ſec 
upon having an Infant of one Sex, more 
than another ; but her great concern is 
that which a ZBig-bellied Woman once 
recorded in a Legacy left written as her 
Deſire for her Unborn Infant, That ſhe 
may be a Mother to one of Gods Children | 
Suppoſe it be a' Danghter, which uſually 
C and perhaps needlefly ) is leſs long'd 
for 3" yet if it may be a Bethia, thar is, 
A Daughter of the Lord; or a Diana, 
that is, 4 Dinghter of | God,. ſhe has her 
Choice 3 and the is freely willing that 
God ſhould have the Proporti ning of 
Sexes in the World. Lo3t1g * 

I. That ſhe may be Saved in Child- 
bearing, She continues in Faith, and Chari- 
ty, and Holineſs, with Sobriety, all-the 


Months of her Time 3 and puts her 


Huband alſo upon the exerciſe of thoſe 
Virtues, that it may not only be [ She ] 


but { They] that ſo Continues,» By 
Faith 


the Al- 
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Faith ſhe relies upon the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who was Born of a Woman, for 
the Salvation both of her Soul and of her 
Babe, if God ſhould not permit her to 
out-live' the Dangerous Agonies of her 
Travails: By Faith the depends upon the 
Power,, and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of 
God, for her ſeaſonable Deliverance. 
Like Sarah, Judging him Faithful who 
has promiſed. The Burden which is in 
her, ſhe does by Faith Transfer into the 
Omnipotent hands of that God, whoſe 
invitation to her is, Caſ# thy Burden on 
the Lord; and ihe ſearches the Bible, 
eſpecially the P/alter, for words to 
plead with the Lord upon this great 
Aﬀair ; That word particularly is 4 ſup- 
port unto. hee, 1/a. 41. 10. Fear thou + 
not, for I am with thee ; 'Be not diſmay d, 
for I amthy God; 1 will ſtrengthen «thee, 
Jea, 1 will help thee, yea, 1 will uphold thee 
with the Right Hand of my Righteouſneſs ; 
and that word in Pſal. 34. 22. and that 
in-Pſal. 37, 5. and that in P/al. 42. 22. 
and that in 1 Cor, 1o. 12, and that in 
12 Cor. 12. 9, and that in Heb. 13,5. 
And her Faith or Faithfulneſs ro her 
Conſort, is at the ſame time ſuch as 
do's Adotn the — of God her Savi- 
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our. By Charity ſhe profeſlſes to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Thou knoweſt that 1 love 


thee 5 and ſhe can ſay as that Martyr, 
who unto the Perſecutors that threatned 


- they would berave her of the Compani- 


On of her Life, anſwered, Chriſt is my 
Huiband, you car't ſtrip me of him! By 
Charity the Loves the Brethren, and by 
ſuitable kindneſles engages them that 
have an intereſt in Heaven, to Pray for 
Proſperity. The Sacred Fire of her Cha- 
rity flames eſpecially rowards the Man 
of her Deſires, whom ſhe Loves with 4 
pure Heart fervently; and this Charity 
helps her To endure all things. Her H0- 
line[s cauſes hey to Dedicate all that ſhe 
has as well as all that ſhes. unto- the 
Service of God ; her Holineſs makes 
her ſpend her time in much Devotion, 
and uſe all manner of Ex«&#neſs and 
Hatchfulneſs over all her ways; her 
Holineſs ci{poles her to be ready for 
whatever Event the Sovereign God may 
order for her 3- and fo Ready, that ſhe 
can without amazement Lay by the Lin- 
men wherein ſhe would be Laid out, in 
caſe like Rache! ſhe have ſuch Hard La- 
bour, that her Sou! Depart, Her Sobriety 
readers her a true Sophronie, and a_ 

| er 
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her with Modeſty to govern all her 
Speeches and Paſſions ; with Temperance 
like Manoabs Wife, to forbear noxious 
exceſles in Eating or Drinking; and 
with Chaſtity to Mortifie all inclina- 
tions unto whatever . ſhall be Loole, 
Lewd, Laſciviouss Being thus pre- 
pared for the Hour, when The Anguifh 
of bringing forth her Child is upon her, (he 
is then fonnd compoſing her ſelf with 
hope in God ; and reſolving' Lord, ar 
what Time 1 am afraid, 1 will put my Truſt 
in thee-) Indeed the bleſſed Sabina, 
crying out when ſhe Travelled in Pri- 
ſon, and being asked, How ſhe would en- 
dure the Torments and Burnings which her 
Enemies had prepared for her * Anlwered, 
I now bear the puniſhment of my Sin ; 1 
ſhall then ſuffer Martyrdom for my Saviour, 
But a pregnant Chriſtian will moderate 


her Comp'aints in the Hour, when Pangs 


take hold on her, becauſe They have 
been bronght by Sin, and becauſe, There 
is a Saviour who thus cane into the 
Werld, 

IIT. When ſhe is well Delivered, (he 
1s a true Fudith or a Praiſing One ; Oh ! 
bow is that Thankful Queftion im.me- 
ciately working in her Breaſts Hbhar foal 
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IT render to the Lord for all his benefits ? 
When ſhe finds her ſelf ſtrong enough 
ro Hear and Think, ſhe make; The bun- 
dred and Sixteenth Pſalm to be Read un- 
to her z and -when ſhe Contemplates 
what a Million of Mercies there are in 
the Birth of one Perfet Child, ſhe 
would, if it were Proper, Nameevery 
one MMeherabe/, that is, How good is God ! 


- However ſhe now Devotes her Child 


unto God, ſaying with Hannab, I have 
lent it unto the Lord as long as it Lives x 
evenevery Daughter ſhall be a Bathſheba, 
that is, 4 Daughter of an Oath, to God, 
that ſo ſhe may be a Bathſhns, that is, 
A Daughter of Salvation from the Lord. 
And ſhe defires the Bapti/mn of it, not as 
the Formality of putting a Name upon 
it, nor as an opportuuity for Dreſſing 
and Showing of it, but that thus Commg 
into the Bond of the Covenant, 1t may 


Paſs under the Lords Tything Rod, as a 


Lamb ſet a part for him- And how 
Ardent are her Groans as if ſhe were e- 
ven Travelling in Birth again, that her 
Child may be. waſhed in the -Laver of 
the New Birth betimes ! 


IV. Her care for the Bodjes of her 


Children, ſhows it ſelfin her Nurſing of 
them 
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them her ſelf, if God have made her 
Able for it, and it Eaſie for her. She is 
not a Dame that ſhall ſcorn to Nouriſh 
in the World, the Children whom ſhe 
has already Nouriſh'd in her Womb : If 
like Sarab ſhe be a Lady, yet ſhe counts 
it not below her to be a Nurſe, If God 
have granted her Bottles of 4/k,on ber 
Breaſt, ſhe thinks that her Children 
have a Claim unto them. Ir ſhall not 
be her Wiceneſs, but her Neceſſity and 
Ca'amity, if the do not Suckle her own 
Off-Svpring ; and ſhe will noc from Sloth 
and Pride, -be ſo Unnatural as to give 
Cauſe for that Exclamation. The Sea 
Monſters draw out the Breaſ#, they give 
ſack to their Young ones; But the Daugh- 
ter of my People is become Cruel, like the 
Oftrich in the Wilderneſs, who is hardened 
againſ® her Young ones, as though they 
were not hers. Now having Nurs'd her 
| Young ones, *tis her next care that they 
be well provided, as with ſuch Conver;- 
encies a5 belong to their preſent ſtate, fo 
with ſuch Callings and Portions as may 
hereafter make them ſerviceable in 
their Generation z and when they are 
Brown /Marriageable, her Diicretion and 

G.3... her 
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her Tenderneſs is yet more Eminently 
ſeen in her Marching of them. 

V.- But her Zea! tor the Spirits of her 
Children, is that which do's moſt Ear 
her wp; O:how concerned ſhe is, that 
they may be Brought up in the Nurture 
and Admonition of the Lord | When ſhe 
firſt received her Children, ſhe imagi- 
ned the Immortal God committing 


them to her charge, as the Princeſs of 


Egypt unto the Mother of Moſes, Here, 
Fake this Chld, Nurſe it for me, and I'l 
give thee thy Wages. Wherefore ſhe be- 
comes a 4artha, that is, 4 Teacter, 
to them all, She begins with chem 
while they are uponcher Knees, and in- 
firudts them how to fall down ia Prayer 
upontheir own. She n ill not put them 
gpon Kevenge, by asking them to give 
her a Blow that ſhe may Bear any thing 
that vexes them; but ſhe fears they 
will ſoon Learn That, and every other 
Vice without a Teacher. The - Firſt 
Liguors that the puts into thole Lirle 
Veſſels, are Hitllories and Sentences 
fetch'd from the Oracles of God. and 
and Inſtitutions How ro Pray in Seerct un 
ro their Heavenly Father, - She then pro- 


ceeds to make 'em Expert in ſome-Or- 
thodsx 
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thodox Catechiſms, and will have *em 
Learn to Read and Write, as faſt as ever 
they can take it 5; and fo ſhe paſles to 
the other parts of an Ingenuoug Education 
with them. She is like another Barh- 
ſreba, always inſtilling into their Chil- 
dren ſomething that. is #iſe and Good 
and ſhe keeeps up that Authority over 
them that they Fear as well as Love her 3 
and they dare not Refuſe what the ſhall 
Command, Unto her Intruttion (he alſo 
joyns an 1n/pe&#iorm of them ; ſo that the is 
very gravely /nquiſitive intotheirEmploy- 
ments, their, Companies, their Experi- 
encies: Nor will the ſpare” Correttions 
where there Miſcarriages do call for the 
Rod; and ſhe will not overlay thein 
with her Sinful Fondaefs, leſt God 
make them Cr2ſ*s to her, for her being 
afraid of Croſſing them in their Exorbi- 
tancies- And beſides the Example of all 
Virtue that the ſers before them, ſhe is 
oguend'y Praying wich them, as well 
as for them, That they may be ſaved; 
She purſues the Lord wich ſuch Cries 
for her Children as the Canaaniteſs uſed, 
Lord; Heal my Child, that ts annoy 4 by 
@ Devil | and ſuch as 4onica uſed - for 
Auſhtin, upon which a great Perſon faid 
| G 4 unto 
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unto her, *7;s impoſſible that a Childof fo 


many Tears ſhould ever Periſh! And the 


w1il carry them one after another alone - 


into her Cloſet with her, where ſhe 
do's wreſtle with God- for them all, 
profeffing 1 will mor let thee go, except 
thou Bleſs them. Her Children being 
thus well Brought up, the will doasthe 
Lady Cornelia did unto the Ladies who 
expected the would (how them her 
Fewels, as they had ſhown her Theirs s 
even Bring forth her well Educated Chit 
dren as her Fewels: 
VI. If ſhe meets with any Diſaſters in 
her Children, by her Patience and her 
Picty (he turns them into Benefits. "Tis 
poſſible her Children may Sin, but this 
cauſes her preſently ro reflect upon the 
Errors of her own Heart and Life, and 
eſpecially upon any defe& in her con- 
dut unto them; So the is put upon 
The Repent ance which 1 not to be Repented 
of. *Tis alſo poſſible her Children may 


Die, but ſhe is not then like the over-: 
whelmed Women of Bethlehem, Weeping 
for their Children, and not willing to be. 


Comforted becanſe they are nor. Inſtead 

of ſaying like Facob, All theſe things are 

againſt me 1, (he rather ſays with Joſeph, 
0 
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God may mean it unto Good. She do'snoC 
Roar like a Beaſt, and Howl," 1 cannot 
bear it but ſhe rather ſays, f caz rake 
any thing well at the hands of God, She 
follows them ro the Grave .a$1 very 
moderate Mourner, with #opes that 
God is carrying on the Everlaſting de- 
ſigns of His Grace in her Soul by thele 
Diſpenſations z; and with Hopes that 
their Souls are gone to be With Chriſt, 
which by far the beft of all. She look'd 
upon her Children as meer Loans from 
God, which he may call for when he 
pleaſe ; and ſhe quietly ſubmits, if God 

ſay, Give them up, you have have had 
them long enough | Of old ſuch as could 
not Encounter an AMidction- patiently, 
were condemned therefore, To wear 
Womens Cloaths but the Cl-aths of our 
Good Woman, © will not be a Bar to 
her bearing of his Affliction patiently. 
She parts with her Children in ſuch 
Terms as Jerom on that occation directs 
his Friends unto 5 Lord, thou haſt now 
taken from me, the Children which thou 
hadſt firſt given tome; I do nat complain 
that thou doſt now Receive them ;, I give 
Thanks that ever thou did! at firit beftow 
them, "She has already pluck'd out a - 
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Right Eye, and cut off a Right Hard for 
God; and fo ſhecan readily part with. 
another” Limb at a call of his: Yea, 
though the Death were never ſo awful- 
Iy cicumſtanced, yet ſhe ſays, The wil. 
of * the Lord be done? And ſhe will not 
tet one Sorrow [wallow up the ſenſe of 
a2 Thouſand, a Million of 4-ercies, but 
te approves the Temper of that "Good. 
Woman, who having 7wo Children by. 
2 violent ſtroak taken from her, hand- 
fomely took up the Third, and ſaid, 
Bleſſed be God that has left me this) If 
they were [nſant Children ;. whereof ſhe 
3 bereaved, ſhe Aſures her (elf, that. 
the Lord is their God, and ſo they can't 
- be miſerable. No, Let me go to them, 
(faith ſhe ) They ſhar't return to me. If 
they were dult Children, ſhe Comforts. 
her (elf that they might have The Roor of 
the Matter 10 them, under whatever 
Clods.of Airineſs or Baſhfu'neſs. it might 
have been Concealed ;, and that what- 


ever (i{picious marks might have been. 


vpon them, they might ſeek and find. 
mMErcy, Between the Stirrup and the: 


Groxnd. So ſhe takes thar Counſlel,. 


Refrainb y Foice from Weeping, and thine 
Eyes 


- 
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Eyes. from Tears, for thy Work, ſhall be 
Rewaraed. - | 

This is the Virtuous MOTHER; 
And ſhe is one that alſo counts her 


Servants to. be after 4 ſort her Children 


too: She Guides the Houſe ACCorgunihro 
her Office preſcribed..by the Apoitle ; 
ſo that, with a Motherly Deportment 
unto them, . with an Obliging, bur yet 
Reſerved Carriage towards them, and 
with a. Charicable. Regard” unto the 
Everlaſting Welfare of their Souls: 
You may lee her acquitting her ſelf ever- 
more as a Virtuou Miftreſs likewiie in 
the Family. But there is danger leſt 
ſhe become a H1iddow before the die ; if 
{hs do, let us now _tike notice of her 
Frame and Mein, in the ' Sorrowfal 
enphion that is ' now coine . upon 
Er. 


The Virtuous W 1D OW... 


HE Vaſt Numbers of Poor* 


Widows in every Neighbouthood); 


make. it very luſpicioNs that our Pirtuous * 


Mother "mizy at ſome time or other rat 


the Sad, Sowre, Tear-ful Cip of Wia-' 


dow-hood, If this be; the* Portion of ber 


Cup,” 
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Cxp, we muſt ſuppoſe that ſhe gives her 
Husband a Decent Burial; that is, as 
on the one (ide, a Funeral that ſhall not 
be below his Figure, fo on the other fide, 
a Funeral that ſhall not be. above her E- 
Nate 3 and while ſhe diſlikes the expen- 
five Humours of Poland, where two or 
three Funerals. coming oneupon ano- 
ther, are ſo rg ys Chargable 
as to Ruine a whole 'Family : She ne- 
verthele(s will'give as Honourable an 
Enterment 4 ever ſhecan to the Forſaken 
Alanſion of the Sout which was dearer to 
her than the World. 

 Conceiving our Yirtuous Homan to 
have her Widows Vail upon her, *'we may 
behold her demeaning her ſelf asa molt 
Virtuows Perſon'in it. 

T. Her Grief on the Death of her 
 Husband is Great, and yet Wiſe, and as 
Wiſely Great as Greatly Wiſe, Her 
Mourning is. more like a flill Rain, than 
2 loud Storm ; and inſtead of Belowing 
Paſſions which uſually moulder aawy into 
2 tota! and the coldeſt Forgetfulnels, 
faſter than the Corpſe of the Husband 
in the Grave; ſhe has a Silent but a 
Lafting {orrow; and yet that ſorrow 
moderated by a Filial Submiſſion to the 


hand 


A > my i we Lo A _ an ft ew. > =o 


A35 


— P, e3\. M1. IX % | | 
Daughterr of Zion. 133 


hand of that Glorious God, | before 
whom ſhe Opens not her Mouthany more 
than humbly to ſay, £:rd, rchos did#t ir, 
She. will not by intemperate Yexations 


and 4fflitions of her (elf, make her ſelf 


like the Frantick Women in 'the Eait- 


Indies, which burn themſelves to Death 
in the Fire wherein they. conſume the, 
Dead- Bodies of their Husbands ; but 
yet ſhe calls her ſelf Marah, ſaying, The 
Lord has dealt bitterly with me | 

II. It is how her main ſiudy and 
ſolace to have an Inrereſt in that Pro- 
mile, 1/a 54- 5. Thy Maker # thy Huſ- 
band. And therefore like her whom the 
Apoſile calls A Widow indeed, the Tru#- 
eth in God, and continueth in Supplications 
and Prayers Night and Day. She confſt- 
ders her ſelf as now more than ever be 
longing to the Family of God; with a per- 
{waſ1on that he will certainly and Faith» 
fully Provide for her. Hence alſo the 
. time that ſhe formerly ſpent in Converſa- 
tion with her Husband, the now {ſpends 
in Sspplication to, and Meditation on her 
God ; and by an extraordinary Devotion, 
ſhe ſeeks to find all that in the Alſufh- 
cient JESUS, which mayrepair the 
abſence of the beſt Husband 2000 
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whom the Fulneſs of Godin the Promiſe 


of God is enough. 


Moreover, if ſhe be-capable of (t,_ 
ſhe -will now -more abound in all the 


Exerciſes of Charity towards her needy 
Neighbours 3 whether ſhe have the 
Name of Alice or no, yet according to 
the ſignification of it, She'll be Nob!e : 
And (ſhe: will be an Helena, or an 
Eleanor, which is to ſay, as much as Pj- 
tif! : Her Yiſits, her Boanties, and her 


Snccconrs to the poor are now' increaſed. 


rather than abated, with her new Leifure 
for themz and if the be a Perſon of 


Duality, (l;e becomes yet more excellent 


for this Haſty - What is a Laly in 
true and old Engliſh; but a | Loaf dizn, 
that iss ABread ſerver ? Or One that 
will give LZoafs of Bread unto the Indi- 
gent. She 1s borh an Anna a Widow 


which departs not from the Temple, but. 
ſerves God with Faſtings and Prayers 
Night and Day ; and a Dorcas, A: Widow 
full of Good Works and Alms-Deeds. 
Thus will ſhe tO better purpoſe than 


once another Woman did, explain the 
Riddle of Samp/on by finding Honey in 4 


Carcaſe 7 Promoting the Life of her - 
OP: 
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own Soul, by the Death of him whom 
ſhe loved _ her own Soul. Much leſs 
will. ſhe ever venture to do any thing 
unworthy the Charafer and Relation of 
that rages (if he were a Worthy Per- 
ſon ) whoſe KReli# ſhe is now. be- 
come. | 
III. She reckons that ſhe muſt now 
be Father as well as Mother to the Ore 
thans with whom ſhe is left Entraſted ; 
and their Fathers beloved Image on 
them, do's farther Augment, yea; 
Double her Care concerning them. 
While her Husband was Alive {he ill 
ated as a Deputy Hwuband, for the 
maintaining of all good Orders in the 
Houſe, when he was out of the way. 
And now her Husband is Deceasd, ſhe 
*rhinks that upon the Setting of the Sur, 
the. Moon is to Govern 3 and there hall 
not be one Prayer the leſs performed, 
or one Fault the more indulged among: 
her poor Lambs, becauſe: he is gone- 
The Kinared of her Expired Husband: 
are alſo ſtill welcome and grateful co 
her, upon his Account. But the is 
now. particularly more Sollicicous than 
ever to teach her Children how to ob- 
tain that Favour of God, When my Ex. 


I her 
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they u gone, the Lord ſhall take me us. 
Some Women have the Names of Mer 
a little altered, as Taquet ( from Facoha) 
TFoanna, Foan, Tave, Fennet ( all from 
Fobn.) Thomaſin, Philippa, Frances, 
Henrietta, Antonia , Julian, Dijonyſia, 
2nd the like. But all our Widows 
are thus put upon doing the Works 
of Men; may their God help 
them / | 

IV. She is not Forward and Haſty 
now to take the Liberty which the 
Scripture does Give unto Younger Wi- 
dows ; that is, ro Marry, While ſhe 
has one Eye Weeping for her Departed 
Husband, ſhe has not the other open to 
ſee Who comes next ? Nor will ſhe think 


an Epheſian Matron a fit Copy for her. , 


She counts it no hard Law, which e- 
ven the Ancient Pagars kept with great 
ſeverity > That no Widow ſhould Marry 
within Ten or Twelve Months after the 
Death of her Huchand ; And ſhe won- 
ders that any Chri#ja»s ordinarily can 
Marry ſooner, If ſhe had a Good Huſ- 
band, his Memory has been ſo Embal- 
med with her, that ſhe cannot preſeatly 
make room in her AﬀeStions for ano- 
ther. If {he had a Bad Husband, the 

| Crols 
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'Crofs felt fo heavy, that ſhewill be 
Show to be Sure that it been't renew'd 
upon her. Bur ifafter-a convenient 
ſtay ſhe do Marry, it ſhall be, O-ly I” 
the Lord; unto a Man that ſhall be net- 
ther Heretical in his Principles, nor Ex- 
orbitant in his Practices ; and unto one 
that may be proper for her. Wherefore 
alſo if ſhe be very 0/4, ſhe will not 
without ſpecial cauſes marry one that is 
very Young ; ſuſpeting that ſucha pre- 
tended Lover may Court Hers more 
than Zer; and that if there be £00 
much (as perhaps a ſcore or years) 10a- 
quality of Age, it may otherwiſe Prove 
as Temptatious, as it Looks Indecent. 
Indeed Ferom tells us of an Old man at 
Rome who had Buried Twenty Wives, 
which he took one afrer the Death of 
t'other 3 and that he then took the 
Twenty firſt, who alſo had Buried 
Nineteen Husbands ; but methings they 
were an Ugly Conple, And the Woman 
whereof Buxtorf relates in his Talmudic 
Lexicon, that the Buried Eleven Huſ* 
bands, and had then an Epitaph of ZYe- 
ven' Verſes beſtowed opon her ſelf, 
deſerved ſure the laſt ſtroak of her 
Epitaph, which was to this purpoſe, 

A 
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A Woman fit to have no Bed but a Co'd 
Grave. 

V. When ſhe is March'd unto a Se- 
cond Huiband, whom the will never 
ewit with any Reflecting and Uncomely 
Remembrances of her Fir#; She ts 
more than ordinarily ſollicicous to be 
A Good Mo'ber-in-Law, if (he muſt be 
one atail z and ſo do her part for the 
removing of thoſe Imputations which 
| Mothers:in-Law have generally laboured 
under. She knows that the way for her 
to- have the Bleſſing of. Heaven upon 
He» Qhildren. is for-her to make her 
ſelf a Bleſſing to Hi; and Unkindnei- 
ſes to the Motherle's little Birds which 
now call her th:ir Dam, will certainly 
be repay d by the Juſt Revenges of God, 
She is therefore fo farirom the partiality 
of that Morher-in-Law, who when her 
own Child hurt a Child of her Hul- 
bands by throwing of a Stone, Whipped 
the Child that felt the Stone, for Fanading 
in the way of the Child that ſlung it 1 
that ſhe makes no obſervable difference 
berween ba Children and hers ; unlels it 
be This, that (he Corres hers her ſelf, 
and refers hs to him 3 and yet for her 
at any time to inform her Husband of 

any 
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any iil, Manners in his Children, 1sa 
thing whereto ſhe has an Averſion ſo Ex- 
tream, that ſhe willnever do ir, unleſs 
upon extream MNeceſity. Indeed the 
Effays to be ſuch a Wife unto him, that 
ſhe may not mericthe Name which the 
Second Wife of Lamech had ; Namely, 
Zillah, or.but 4 Shadow of a Wite : 
Much leſs would ſhe be as the Fire of 
them was called, an Anahb, that is, 4z 
Afifer to him. 

VI. Ar length 014 Age comes upon 
her; and Priſca, or Priſcilla, that is. 
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Hoary Head ſound in the way of Righteouſ- 
neſs it is thit the nov Challenges the 
Honour of 4 Saint, even fron; thoſe 
abuſive Tongues, which uſe to tracuce 
for 4 Witch, every O!d Woman, whole 
Temper with her Vilage. is not emi- 
neritly Good. She thoroughly ſtudies 
every particle of the Apoltohcal Charge, 
That the Aged Women, be in behaviour as 
becometh Holineſs; not make-bates, ndt 
given to much wine, Teachers of good things, 
That they may Teach the Toung Women : 
And the nearer ihe comes to her Ed, 
the more acquainted the is with Himthat 
# from the Beginning, She 1s not impati- 

Ene 
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ent of being Eſteemed 0/4; and ſtyled 
Bilhah, that is, Fading; nor do's it of- 
fend her, as once an Engliſh Queen, to 
be told that, That Age bath (prinkled its 
Meal upon her Head, But ſhe keeps long- 
ing for the Day, when the Lord Jeſus 
will ſend his Angels to fetch her unto 
the Regions of Everlaſting Light and 
Life, and keeps wiſhing. Oh cone Lord 
Zeſus ! till ſhe arrive to be For ever with 
the Lord. 

This is2 Virtuous WIDO W. God 
grant that our #3dows may not be Multi» 


©. piya; but ror then that are, God grant 


that they may be thus Virruow ! That is 
it which will render them all Fochebeds, 
which is, Mo## Glorious Ones. 

I now Praiſe thee, O my God for thy 
Aſſiſting my Endeavours to deſcribe the 
Praiſes of the Virtuwous Woman , ana rely 
upon thy Grace in thy Son, that theſe my 


poor Labours may be Accepted and Succeed- - 
ed among the Daughters of thy Peopie. 


AMEN. 6G JY59 
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Books lately Printed for Tho. Parhurſt at 
the Bible and Three Crowns in 
Cheaplide. 


TE Confirming Work of Religion, 

and its great things made plain by 
their pemary evidences and demonſtra- 
tions: whereby the meaneſt in theChurch 
may ſoon be made able to render a rati- 

'onal account of their Faith, 

” ThePreſent Aſpect of our Times, and 
of the Extraordinary CO of 
things thereinz ina rational view and 

proſpe&t of the ſame, as itreſpects the 

publick hazard and ſafety of Britain in 
this day. Theſe two laſt by Rob. Fleming, 

Author of the fulfilling of the Scriptures, 

and Miniſter at Rotterdars, 

England's Allarm: Being an account of 
Gods moſt conſiderable diſpenſations of 
Judgment and Mercy towards theſeKing- 
doms,for fourteen years laſt pait ; and al- 
ſo of the ſeveral ſorts of Sins and Sinners 
therein: eſpecially the Murmurers againſt 
this Preſent Government. With an Earn* 
eſt call ro ſpzedy Humiliation and Refor- 
mation,&Supplication,as the chief means 
of proſpering their Majeſties Councils 
_l Preparationss Dedicated to the 
King and Queen. A Fa- 


142 Book Print for, 

_ A Family Altar erected to the hononr 
of the Ecernal God: Or,a ſolemn Effay tro 
promote the Worſhip of God in Private 
Houſes: being ſome Meditations on Ger, 
3.5. 2,3. With the Beſt Entail.or Dying 
Parents Living Hopes for their Surviving 
Children grounded upon the Covenant 
of Gods Grace with Believers and their 
Seed. Being a ſhort Diſcourſe on 2 Sam. 
23. 5- By Oliver Heywood Miniſter fof the 
Goſpel. | | 

The Goſpel Myſtery of Sanctification 
opend in {undry practical Directions, 
ſuited eſpecially to the Caſe of thoſe 


* who labourunder the guilt and power of 


Indwelling Sin. To which is added a Ser- 
mon of Juſtification. By Walter Marſhal 

Miniſter of the Goſpel, &c. 
Ez Death improved, and immoderate ſor- 
row for deceaſed Friends and Relations 
reproved. Wherein you have many ar- 
guments againſt Immoderate ſorrow,and 
many proktable Leflons which we may 
learn from ſuchProvidences ; by E. Bury, 
formerly Miniſter of great 5o!as in Shrop- 
ſoire, *-uthor of the Relp to Holy Walk- 
ing.& the Husbandmans Companion '&c. 
The Poor mans heip and Young mins 
gnide: cOLtaining, 1, Vofrinal inttructi- 
| ons 
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ons for the right informing of his Judg- 
ment. 2.Pra&ical directions,for the gene- 
ral courſe of hisLife.3-Particular advices 
for the well managing of every day with 
reference to his natural ations: CivilEm- 
ployments, NeceſſaryRecreaticns,Religi- 
ous Duties, particularly Prayer, Publick 
in the Congregation, Privare in the Fa- 
mily, Secret in the Cloſet, Reading the 
| Holy Scriptures, Hearing the Word 
. | Preached, and Receiving the Lords Sup- 

| per. By Will. Burkitt. M. A. of Pembrook- 
ball in Cambridge, and now Vicar of 
Dedbam in Efex.and Author of the Pra- 
Gtical Diſcourſe of Infant Baptiſm. 

A Plain Diſcourſe about raſh and fin- 
ful Anger 1 as a help for ſuch as are wil- 
ling to be relieved againſt fo ſad and too 
generally prevailing a diſtemper even a- 
mongſt profeflors of Religion z bein 
the ſubſtance of ſome Sermons Preache 
at Mancheſter, . By Hen, Nencome M. A. 
and Miniſter of the Goſpe] there, and 

Author of the Improvement of Sickneis. 
| The Rod cr the Sword, the preſent 
Dilemma ofthe Nations of England,Scot- 
land and Jre/and, conſidered, argued and 
improved on) Ezch.21:14. by a true friend 
to the Proteſtant Intereft, and the Pre- 
{ent Government. A. Preſent 
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A Preſenr for ſuch as haye-been Sick and are Ree 
covered: Or, a Diſcourſe concerning the Good thar 
comes our of the Evil of Aflidion: being ſeveral 
$ermons Preached after his being raiſed from a Bed 
of Languiſhing . By Nathanitl Vince M.A. and An- | 
thor of the Conyerfion af the Soul. The rrue Touch- | 
ſtone of Grace and Nature. Diſcourſe of Conſcience 
Treatiſe of Prayer and Love, ec. 0 3 

_ Soine pallages in the Holy Lite and Death of the 
Late Reverend Mr, Edmwmd Trench, moſt of them 
drawn out of his own Diary. Publiſhed by Joſeph 
Biyſe Miniſter in Dublin, | 

Advice to an only Child, or- Excellent- Counci}-.. 
to all young Perſans' containing the ſum and ſab- 
fiance of Experimental and PraQtcal Divinity, 
Written by an Eminent and Judicious Divine, for 
the Private Uſe of an Only Child ; now made pub- 
lick for the benefit of all. 

An Account of the Blefled Trinity argued from: | 


' the Nature and Perfeftion of the Supream Spirit 


co-incident with the Scripzure Dodrive, in all the 
Articles of the Catholick-Creeds ; togerher with its 
Myſtical, Federal avd Prattical Uſes in the Chri- | 
ftian Religion, By William Borrough ReRtor of Chiyns 
10 Bucks. ] 

A Diſcourſe of Juſtification being the ſum of 
twenty Sermons by Walter Croſs, M, A.. 

PraQtical Diſcourſes on Sickneſs and Recovery, 

A Diſcourſe concerning Trouble of Mind in 
Three parts by Tim. Rogers, - M. A. There +15 now 


in the Preſs a Treatiſe of Conſolation by the fame 


_ 6 JY 59 


FINIS, 


———————_— 


